
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Sonning Parish Council held in the Pearson Hall, Pearson Road on 
Tuesday 17 December 2024 at 7.00 pm. 
 
PRESENT.  Mr T Fisher (Chairman) M/s T Flanagan., Mr A Halliday, Mr C John, Mr P Morrison.   
                     Mrs L A Bates (Clerk). Cllr S Akhtar & Cllr W Smith (WBC). 1 visitor. 
 
11348: APOLOGIES/WELCOME TO VISITORS. There were no apologies. 
 
            The Chairman welcomed everyone, including Mr Sanjeev Bhardwaj, who wished to join the 
             Council. 

 
11349: DECLARATION OF INTEREST.  
 

There were no declarations of interest.  
 

11350: MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING. 
 

The minutes of the last meeting, having been previously circulated, were taken as read, approved   
and signed by the Chairman.  
 

11351: CO-OPTION  OF NEW COUNCILLOR. 
 

The Chairman invited Mr Bhardwaj to speak. Mr Bhardwaj said that he had lived in Sonning for 
four years and worked at home, he was passionate about Sonning and could think of nowhere he 
would prefer to live. Mr Bhardwaj said that he would like to give something back to Sonning and 
make a contribution to the community and hoped to be able to make improvements. The Chairman 
thanked Mr Bhardwaj and ais that he would like to proposed co-opting him as a Sonning 
Councillors. Mrs Flanagan seconded and this was unanimously approved. The Chairman 
congratulated Mr Bhardwaj. 
 

11352: NEW COUNCILLOR DECLARATION OF INTEREST & TO ABIDE BYTHE CODE 
 

Mr Bhardwaj had completed the Members Declaration of Interests Form and signed the Written 
Declaration to Abide with the Code. 
 

 11353: CORRESPONDENCE. 
  
Caravan Sonning Lane. The Highways Department at WBC, had said that it was not illegal to 
live in a caravan on the highway. The caravan had now been parked for some months and was 
causing comment. Cllr Smith had reported the concerns to WBC. The generator had caused noise 
issues and had now been turned off. Due to the number of comments the Borough Council had 
now issued a nuisance notice, which allowed 7 weeks for the occupant to appeal or vacate. The 
caravan appeared to be unoccupied, and no cars were now parked along side it.  However, the 
Chairman said he had seen the occupant recently. Cllr Smith said that he understood that there 
were vacancies at Almshouse’ s in Reading and the Chairman said that he would let the caravan 
owner know and pass his information on the Cllr Smith to enable him contact the owner. 
Coffee Van. The Chairman said that this was now open and had been well received. 
Bench Guard Road.  Mrs Pownall had asked if she could put a plaque on the new bench in Guard 
Road, it wasn’t clear who would pay for the bench, Mrs Pownall of the Sonning Scarecrows. 
Fallen Tree King George V Field. The Chairman said that another very fine Beech tree had fallen 
during the recent high winds. This had been inspected in 2023 and apart from some Honey Fungus 
the tree had been in good condition. Unfortunately, the tree had fallen into Mr Barker’s Garden  



11353: CORRESPONDENCE. 
 
badly damaging the hedge and fence. A couple of quotes had been received to take down the tree, 
one from Heritage for £12027 and the other from T&J Tree Services in Maidenhead for £975.  
Unfortunately, Mr Collier was unwell and not in a position to quote or carry out the work quickly. 
The Chairman proposed accepting the quote from T&G, Mr Halliday seconded, and this was 
unanimously approved. 
Traffic Meetings. The Chairman said that a couple of traffic meetings had taken place. One 
following the accident in Pound Lane, outside the Plant’s house. The Chairman and Cllr Smith 
were in attendance together with Mrs Plant, Tony Griffiths and the head Teacher from Sonning 
School. Several options were discussed, double yellow lines would push the parking problem 
elsewhere, the crossing was pronounced as safe. Mr Griffiths was chasing up a speed film on the 
A4. Lowering the speed from the 40 mph on the A4 was best implemented by a reduction to 
30mph at the top of Pound Lane and then lowering to 20mph just past Glebe Lane.  
A Noice Impact Assessment had been carried out at Holme Park Farm but was not really helpful 
as it lacked details. Cllr Smith said it was thought that they were considering using the area as a  
car park for high end vehicles for owners visiting from abroad to have a pleasant environment 
while they were in the country. 

 
 11354: PLANNING. 
 

a) List. The Chairman said that, 43 Old Bath Road  (241875): RBCS (242561). RBCS (242561). 
Brook House (242714): had been approved. 
The following were ongoing:  Holme Park Farm (241287):  Land to the South of Old Bath 
Road Sonning (241900).  
The following applications had been approved. See above. 
The following application had gone to appeal: The Point London Road Woodley. (232620)  
DISSMISSED. 
The following applications had been withdrawn. 43 Old Bath Road  (241875) 
Updates. Cllr Smith said that the application at Holme Park Farm now had revised plans 
including a Noise Impact Assessment. The view was that they were hoping to provide a car 
park for exclusive, luxury cars whose owners lived abroad and wanted a lovely environment 
for their car while they visited the country. 
Neighbourhood Plan – Green Space Study Fee. The quote for £4730 plus VAT had been the 
lowest, one contractor was unable to quote, and one had quoted £14,053 plus VAT in the 
circumstance the lower quote had been accepted.  

b) Neighbourhood Plan. Cllr Smith said that the revised NPPF had made changes to housing 
numbers and the WBC’s Local Plan would have to be rewritten, the deadline for submitting 
these revisions was 12 March. The Neighbourhood Plan would need to be in line with these 
changes. Stephen Conway the Leader had publicly said that the north of the Borough would 
have to take more houses. There were areas along the A4 which acted as buffers but that would 
not apply. Sonning Golf Club was vulnerable, and WBC had eyed Holm Park Farm for some 
time. The BG site, which was owned by Shell was to be taken over by a pharmaceutical 
company, James McCabe had been pulled off Neighbourhood Planning until section 19 had 
been achieved. 

 
11355:  PLANNING DECISIONS. 
 

a) August Field (242999). This was for the retrospective installation of Air Source Heat Pumps. 
The owner was in attendance and spoke in favour of the proposal, they had been unaware 
that larger heat pumps required planning permission. A question was asked about the noise 
and the owner said that the pumps were well screened, and the installers had made efforts to  



11355:  PLANNING DECISIONS (Cont’d). 
 

make sure the noise was minimal. There had been no objections from neighbours. Following 
discussion, it was agreed to say that could find no reason to object. 

 
11356: BOROUGH COUNCILLORS QUESTION TI ME.  
 

Cllr Akhtar said that there had been complaints about road repairs taking place over night in Thames 
Street. Cllr Smith said that it was more expensive to do this work at night, but it was done to reduce 
the effect of traffic. Cllr Akhtar also said that door thefts were on the increase, due to deliveries left 
on doorsteps. 

 
11357: PARISHIONERS QUESTION TIME. 
 

There were no questions. 
 
11358: FINANCE. 
 

a) Finance Report. This had been circulated and was noted.  
 

b) Draft Budget 2025/26. The draft budget had been circulated together with the report and noted. 
Any additions for inclusion should be emailed to the Clerk prior to the January meeting 

c) Payment of Accounts. The Chairman proposed, and Mr John seconded, making the following 
payments, and this was unanimously approved. 

 
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS DECEMBER (NOV ‘24) (01APRIL 23 to 31 MARCH ‘24)  

 
14/11/24 1047 Pearson Hall 4  Meeting 4.5 hr 38.25 0.00 38.25 ADMIN Hall Rent 
14/11/24 1049 Son. Land Mow Wharf x 2 60.00 0.00 60.00 ENVIRON Mow Wharf 
14/11/24 1149 Son. Land Mow Play 34.00 0.00 34.00 REC Mow Play 
14/11/24 1150 Henley Land Main Mow 360.00 60.00 300.00 REC Main Mow 
14/11/24 1151 Mr T Fisher Repair to lantern 96.00 16.00 80.00 HIGH & LIGHT Maintenance 
28/11/24 1154 Pest UK Rats Allotment 220.70 36.78 183.92 ENVIRON Rats 
    808.95 112.78 696.17   
 

d) Additional Insurance Premium. The Insurance Company had been notified about the building work 
and had asked numerous questions before agreeing to provide additional cover for the pavilion 
while to work was being carried out. The cost was £817.45, following discussion the Chairman 
proposed paying this, Mr Halliday seconded and this was unanimously approved.  

e) Asbestos Removal. AS required the builders had an asbestos survey carried out and a this was 
found in the away showers. The quote to remove is was £2352 including VAT. The Chairman 
proposed accepting this quote, Mr Halliday seconded and this was unanimously approved. 

f) Pavilion Stage Payment. The first stage payment had for £14508 including VAT been certified and 
the builder had submitted this for payment. The Chairman proposed making this payment, Mr 
Halliday seconded, and this was unanimously agreed. Further fortnightly payments, for varying 
amounts would be made throughout the contract. 

 
11359: HIGHWAYS.   
 

Report. Mr Halliday said that the Chairman had already provided an update on the first meeting 
but a second had been arranged, including Mr Griffiths, which had been very helpful, and they 
would keep in touch. The Chairman would give Mr Halliday the contact details. Mr Halliday asked  



11359: HIGHWAYS (Con’t).   
 
why WBC would not work on Liguge Way, the background was explained. SPC owned the land 
but WBC as the Education Authority had inherited the responsibility to maintain the access from 
Berkshire CC. Mr Halliday was trying to get permission to use the school sign in Pound Lane  
Speed Indicators (SID) in Pearson Road. The Chairman said that they were waiting to do this.  
Speed Watch. The Chairman said that thanks were due to Mr Runnalls. 
New Speed Camera for Pearson Road. The Chairman said that a decision about this would be 
made later. 
Streetlights. The Chairman said the light had been collected and the charge was £80, Mr Halley 
(WBC) had reinstalled it, charge free.  

 
11361: RECREATION AND ENVIRONMENT W.G 
 

a) Safety Checks. These were being carried out regularly by Tivoli. 
b) Children’s Playground Repairs This was ongoing. 
c) Pavilion Tender Appointment. Mr John said that this was now in order and the Chairman 

would sign the original document. 
d) SLTC Quotes to Relay Access. The Chairman said that 3 quotes had been received. D Bond  

at £17,000: Bushnell at £20,000 and KS Paving at £35800. Following discussion it was agreed 
to suggest using D Bond and that SPC would pay 50%. 

 
11362: TECHNICAL SERVICES 
 

a) Wharf Safety Checks. The Chairman said that the Thames was level with the wharf and a 
plank of wood had fallen off the landing stage into the river. The Chairman had managed to 
rescue the plank, which was very heavy, and thanks were due to Mr Bates who had helped 
him to carry it to Sonning Lane for safe storage. 

b) Revitalising the Wharf Entrance and Bin Upgrade. The Chairman said that this was ongoing. 
 
11363: WEBSITE. 
 

Mr John said that that Mr Gilmore would reply to the government contact asking to recommend a 
reliable company to move to. Mr John would ask Mr Gilmore for a price to carry out the 
changeover, and as systems administrator. 

 
11364:  VE DAY 8 MAY 2025.  
 

This was ongoing.. 
 
11365: ALLOTMENT. 
 

Mr Halliday said that there was nothing to report.  
 

11366:  POLICE AND SECURITY.   
 

There was no update. 
 

11367: NEWSLETTER.  This was ongoing. 
 
 



11368:  ACTION LIST.  
 

This was reviewed and updated 
The Chairman said that thanks were due to Mr Morrison for all the work he had done on the 
accounts over the years and his contribution to other SPC matters. The Chairman presented Mr 
Morrison with a gift and said that hoped Mr Morrison would keep in touch and help on the 
accounts as and when necessary, which Mr Morrison was happy to agree to.   
 

11369:  DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting would be held on Tuesday 14 January 2025 at 7.00 pm in the Pearson Hall. 
 

 
 

              
Signed……………………………………….Dated…………………………………… 


