
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Sonning Parish Council held in the Pearson Hall, Pearson Road on 
Tuesday 8 October 2024 at 7.00 pm. 
 
PRESENT.  Mr T Fisher (Chairman), Mr A Halliday, Mr C John, Mr P Morrison.   
                     Mrs L A Bates (Clerk). Cllr W Smith (WBC). 3 visitors. 
 
11312: APOLOGIES/WELCOME TO VISITORS. M/s T Flanagan. Cllr Akhtar (Business). 
            The Chairman welcomed everyone and thanked them for attending. 

 
11313: DECLARATION OF INTEREST.  
 

There were no declarations of interest.  
 

11314: MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING. 
 

The minutes of the last meeting, having been previously circulated, were taken as read, approved   
and signed by the Chairman.  
 

11315: CORRESPONDENCE. 
  
WBC – Consultation Loal Plan. The Borough Council were carrying out a public consultation o 
the Local Plan. There were display in Shinfield and at WBC Offices in Wokingham where the 
plans could be discussed.  Deadline 13 November. 
Coffee Van. The Chairman said that the Head Teacher at Sonning School had asked for 
permission for Café Alfresco to park their van outside Beech Lodge so that coffee and 
refreshments could be served to parents before and after school. The school would benefit from 
a percentage of the proceeds.  Details had been provided by Café Alfresco. Following discussion 
several points were made to pass on. Agreement with SPC as landowners, a safety assessment, 
electrical supply, confirmation of times on site, insurance, congestion in the area, and a trial period 
to assess any affects. The trial period would be from half tern until the end of term before the 
Christmas holiday. The Clerk would reply to Mr Sherwood.  
Bench Repairs. The bench in KGV Field had been repaired, the new slat would be painted to 
match  in the spring. 
Accident in Pound Lane. An elderly driver had collided with a parked vehicle at the end of the 
school, close to Olde Tudor Place. The owners of Olde Tudor Place had asked for a meeting with 
Mr Sherwood, who attended the accident, WBC Highways, the Police and the Chairman as more 
and more parents were parking in Pound Lane and were causing a lot of obstruction. The 
Chairman would make arrangements. 
Gigaclear. The Chairman had been asked to contact the owners of Olde Tudor Place regarding 
access the telephone pole on their property, in order to install fast speed broadband to their 
property and two properties on the opposite side of the road. The Clerk would write to the owners. 
Bench King George V Field. This had been repaired and just needed a coat of paint, which the 
contractor would source. The cost was £86 plus the cost of the stain and this was approved. 
Visit to RBCS. The Chairman had been invited to meet the new Bursar at the school. The 
Chairman hoped to continue the discussions held with the school and other interested parties in 
March. This had been to discuss the driving habits of coaches and other highways issues. It was 
suggested that the Chairman should  ask if residents could make use of any of the facilities at the 
school. 
The Chairman said that he had discussed a potential seat or tree in memory of Mr Farnese with 
Mrs Farnese. Mr Hine had offered a young Oak tree, growing in his garden and the Chairman 
would look at potential locations.  
  



 11316: PLANNING. 
 

a) List. The Chairman said that, Appletree, Thames Street (242037).  Had been approved. 
A new application for 43 Old Bath Road (241875), had been received to demolish existing 
dwelling and replace with a detached dwelling with associated parking and landscaping.  
The following were ongoing:  Holme Park Farm (241287):  Land to the South of Old Bath 
Road Sonning (241900).  
The following applications had been approved. Acrefield (241770).  Acrefield (241771). 
The following application had gone to appeal: The Point London Road Woodley. (232620) 
Updates. Cllr Smith said that the application at Holme Park Farm was likely to be on the WBC 
November planning agenda. 

b) Neighbourhood Plan. The Chairman said that the draft neighbourhood Plan had been 
submitted to WBC who had asked that an Environment Study be included but O’Neil Homer 
didn’t feel it was necessary.   

 
11317: BOROUGH COUNCILLORS QUESTION TI ME.  
 

The Chairman said that the WBC Local Plan was reasonable as far as Sonning was concerned, the 
SPC Green Spaces had been included, the landscape proposals were a plus. If the Neighbourhood 
Plan was adopted before the Local Plan, then the housing recommendation in the Neighbourhood 
Plan would be included in the Local Plan. Cllr Smith said that following the consultation the Plan 
would be submitted to the Secretary of State who would hand it over to an inspector who would 
carry out an independent inspection, the process was handled by the Planning Inspectorate. 
Following the change of government the NPPF had been amended.   
 

11318:  PARISHIONERS QUESTION TIME. 
 

There were no questions. 
 
11319: FINANCE. 
 

a) Finance Report. This had been circulated and was noted.  
b) Payment of Accounts. Mr Morrison proposed, and Mr Halliday seconded, making the following 

payments, and this was unanimously approved. 
 

PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS OCTOBER (SEPT ‘24) (01APRIL 23 to 31 MARCH ‘24)  
 

05/09/24 1026 TIVOLI Dog Bins 223.67 42.28 181.39 HIGH + L Dog Bim Empty 
06/09/24 1026 TIVOLI Play Inspect 24.00 4.00 20.00 HIGH + L Play Inspect 
05/09/24 1027 Henley Land Main Mow 360.00 60.00 300.00 REC Main Mow 
05/09/24 1128 Pearson Hall Hall Hire 2hrs 17.00 0.00 17.00 ADMIN Hall Hire 
05/09/24 1130 Sonning Land Mow Wharf x3 60.00 0.00 60.00 ENVIRON Mow Wharf 
05/09/24 1130 Sonning Land Mow Playgroundx2 68.00 0.00 68.00 REC Mow Play 
27/09/24 1131 Playdale Zip Wire Inspect 90.00 15.00 75.00 REC Play M’tnce 
27/09/24 1132 TIVOLI Dog Bins 223.67 42.28 181.39 ADMIN Stationary 
27/09/24 1132 TIVOLI Play Inspect 24.00 4.00 20.00 HIGH + L Dog Bin Empty 
27/09/24 1133 ENERVEO St. Light Repair x 2 213.80 35.63 178.17 HIGH + L St Light repair 
27/09/24 1134 ENERVEO St. Light Repair x 2 241.07 40.18 200.89 HIGH + L St. Light repair 
    1545.21 243.37 1301.84   

 
 

 
 



11319: FINANCE (Con’t). 
 

c) Auditor Report. The external auditor had signed off the 23/24 Annual Accounts and hadn’t raised 
any issues. 

 
11320: HIGHWAYS.   
 

a) Report. Mr Halliday said that he had applied to Volkers for a TRO for traffic calming in Pound 
Lane. The letter to the resident in Pound Lane was to yet to be written and Mr Halliday would be 
happy to attend the meeting with Mrs Plant. As the school patrol warning lights in Pound Lane 
were redundant since the removal of patrollers, Mr Halliday had been asked if they could be made 
use of by others. It was agreed that Mr Halliday should follow this up.  

b) Speed Indicators (SID). There was nothing to report. 
c) Speed Watch. The Chairman said that the next one would be carried out on 10 October.  
d) Streetlights. The Chairman said the contractor had said that the repair would be ready in a couple 

of weeks. 
e) New Speed Camera for Pearson Road. The Chairman said the SID version with roundels would 

provide data on volume and speeds over 20mph at a cost of £2295 plus VAT, three would be 
ideal but two would do. Cllr Akthar was trying to obtain permission form WBC. Cllr Smith 
mentioned Tony Griffiths who had been of assistance with traffic issues. It would be important 
to get a police presence in areas where traffic was speeding (currently there was a police speed 
check at Shepherds Hill). There had been problems in Hurst where cameras had been used. The 
Chairman thanked Cllr Smith and proposed ordering 2 new SID’s, following discussion it was 
agreed to spend up to £4600 and the Chairman check out other suppliers prices prior to ordering 
any. 

f) Street Light Survey. The Chairman and Mr Halliday would check all the streetlights for any 
issues. 
 

11321: RECREATION AND ENVIRONMENT W.G 
 

a) Safety Checks. These were being carried out regularly by Tivoli. 
b) Children’s Playground Repairs This was ongoing. 
c) Pavilion Tender Appointment. Mr John said that it had been agreed to appoint Christchurch 

Homes as the contractor, who had scored the highest points. The price was £320,935.48. There 
would be a standstill period after which the JCT contract would be signed ready to begin work 
at the end of November. The Chairman said that thanks were due to Mr John and all those who 
had been involved. 

d) SLTC Quotes to Relay Access. Mr Morrison said that SLTC had made a vague request for 
SPC funding to relay the access. To manage this, he had drawn up a schedule, which SLTC 
had completed. In year 10 they wished to install a new pavilion and the schedule showed how 
they intended to fund this. SLTC had been asked to provide quotes for the access and had 
submitted one for £16,950 plus VAT. Following discussion, it was stated that SPC recognised 
the need but agreed that more quotes were required due to the high cost. 
 

11322: TECHNICAL SERVICES 
 

a) Wharf Safety Checks. This was ongoing as the river was still too high. 
b) Revitalising the Wharf Entrance and Bin Upgrade. The Chairman said that he had discussed 

the bins with Richrd Bissett and it was hoped that a new bin would be provided in the near 
future. 

 
 



11323: WEBSITE. 
 

Mr John said that Namesco had withdrawn their inclusion on the Government site and this meant 
that SPC had to find an alternative host. Nominet dealt with such issues on behalf of the 
government and would provide a code to use one a new host was found. Mr John said that it was 
best to pay Namesco for another year to host the website until a suitable alternative was found. 
SPC would be looking for more flexibility. A website specialist would charge £640 as a start up 
fee. Mr John would discuss the alternatives with Mr Gilmore.  

 
11324:  VE DAY 8 MAY 2025.  
 

The Chairman said that the group were to meet on 30 October. 
 
11325: ALLOTMENT. 
 

Mr Halliday said that there was nothing to report.  
 

11326:  POLICE AND SECURITY.   
 

There hadn’t been any updates. 
 

11327: NEWSLETTER. 
 

This was ongoing. 
 
11328:  ACTION LIST.  
 

This was reviewed and updated.  
 

11329:  DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting would be held on Tuesday 12 November 2024 at 7.00 pm in the Pearson Hall. 
 

 
 

              
Signed……………………………………….Dated…………………………………… 


