
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Sonning Parish Council held in the Pearson Hall, Pearson Road on 
Tuesday 10 September 2024 at 7.00 pm. 
 
PRESENT.  Mr T Fisher (Chairman), M/s T Flanagan, Mr A Halliday, Mr C John.   
                     Mrs L A Bates (Clerk). Cllr W Smith (WBC). 3 visitors. 
 
11294: APOLOGIES/WELCOME TO VISITORS. Mr Morrison, (holiday). Cllr Akhtar (Business). 
            The Chairman welcomed everyone and thanked them for attending. 

 
11295: DECLARATION OF INTEREST.  
 

There were no declarations of interest.  
 

11296: MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING. 
 

The minutes of the last meeting, having been previously circulated, were taken as read, approved   
and signed by the Chairman.  
 

11297: CORRESPONDENCE. 
  
WBC – Consultation on Strategy to Support Economic Growth. The Borough Council were 
carrying out a public consultation on this strategy. Deadline 4 October. 
Weeds on Sonning Bridge. The Clerk had received a complaint about the weeds on Sonning 
Bridge and asked who was responsible, the Clerk had said that she would investigate but possible 
both WBC and SODC as the boundary was in the middle of the Bridge. A question about the 
Playhatch Road had also been asked but the Clerk had explained that this was an Eye and 
Dunsden’s responsibility.  
Guard Road Bench. The Chairman said that there had been a report that the bench had been 
damaged, further inspection had shown that it had collapsed completely. The Chairman asked 
everyone to look out for suitable replacements. 
Telephone Enquiries. A number of people had telephoned the Clerk asking when local events, 
such as the Scarecrow Weekend and the Sonning Show would be taking place. The website for 
both events were shown on the SPC website but those organisations had not updated them.  
The Great House The Manager had been chasing WBC to get the rubbish bins on the Wharf 
emptied more often as it was attracting vermin. 
Speed Signs on Wheelie Bins. The Chairman said the Scarecrow Committee would pay for the 
signs to go on the bins in every household, in an effort to encourage driver to slow down. 
Bench King George V Field. This had been repaired and just needed a coat of paint, which the 
contractor would source. The cost was £86 plus the cost of the stain. 
Visit to RBCS. The Chairman had been invited to meet the new Bursar at the school. The 
Chairman hoped to continue the discussions held with the school and other interested parties in 
March. This had been to discuss the driving habits of coaches and other highways issues. It was 
suggested that the Chairman asked if residents could make use of any other the facilities at the 
school. 
The Chairman said that that he had been sent a photo of a heavy vehicle coming across the bridge 
from Sonning Eye and the reporter was prepared to make a witness statement. 
  

 11298: PLANNING. 
 

a) List. The Chairman said that, following comments, the applicant at Holme Park Farm 
(241287) had agreed to remove the Doggy Day Care element from the application. 

 



 
11298: PLANNING (Con’t). 
 

The following were ongoing:  Holme Park Farm (241287):  Land to the South of Old Bath 
Road Sonning (241900). Acrefield (241770).  Acrefield (241771).  
The following applications had been received. Land to the south of Old Bath Road Sonning 
(241900). Application to vary condition 2 of planning consent 220663 for the proposed 
erection of 57 dwellings suitable for older persons accommodation following demolition of 
the existing dwellings (Access, Layout, Scale and appearance to be considered). Condition 2 
refers to approved plans and details and the variation is to change the site layout and associated 
details. (05/09/24): Acrefield (241771). Full application for the proposed demolition of the 
existing garage to slab level and erection of a detached garage on the existing built footprint, 
plus the retrospective installation of a Juliette balcony to the rear elevation of Plot 2  
(05/09/24) 
Acrefield (241770). Full application for the proposed erection of a detached single garage on 
Plot 1. (04/09/24). 
  
The following plans had been approved. 14 Old Bath Road (240559):  42 Pound Lane 
(241110):   
The following application had gone to appeal: The Point London Road Woodley. (232620) 
and Land to the North of New Bath Road Twyford (243455).   

b) Updates. Cllr Smith said that he had spoken to Marcia Head regarding the 57 flats. There were 
additional comments, from residents, online, and Mr John said that public transport was 
useless in that area and everyone agreed the proposal would badly affect the area and increase 
traffic along the A4 and other roads in Sonning. Cllr Smith said that the deadline for comments 
on the appeal at Riverways Farm was 2 October and was likely to be heard in late 
October/November and would be heard over 6 days. There were a lot of implications for the 
area and traffic in Sonning. Infrastructure could not cope with the additional traffic and 
Sonning was at breaking point. There were important objections online. 

c) Neighbourhood Plan.  The Chairman said that the document was nearly ready to proceed to 
Regulation 14. O’Neil Homer had suggested proceeding without the mandatory scoping 
consultation with the Environment Agency as this was likely to cause delays. 

d) Greem Spaces. The Chairman said that he was responsible for contacting all the owners of 
the proposed green spaces, which included the Parish Council. This was because 3 of the 
Council owned areas were being proposed, KGV Field, Ali’s Pond, and the Wharf. Following 
discussion, it was agreed to allow these spaces to be included. 

 
111299: PLANNING DECISIONS. 
 

Acrefield (241770).  The Chaiman said that this had been discussed at length at the planning 
meeting on 2 September, where neighbours had outlined their objections to the garage being 
placed in front of the house, which would spoil their view. Mr Halliday and Mr John had not 
heard some of the information before and wanted to consider their comments. Mr Halliday said 
that he liked the idea of the hedge and would act as a screen if it were replanted, the site had been 
developed and the views were no longer of open fields. Mr John said that he found it difficult, 
the idea of the site being more open appealed, but felt that if the hedge were improved that would 
be a fair compromise. The Chairman said that he would have objected, the garage was in the 
middle of the area and the sense of openness appealed but screening would help. Following 
discussion, it was agreed to say no reason to object but the Council felt that a more substantial 
hedge would be an improvement.   

 
 



11300: BOROUGH COUNCILLORS QUESTION TI ME.  
 

There were no questions. 
 

11301: PARISHIONERS QUESTIONS.   
 

There were no questions. 
 
11302: FINANCE. 
 

a) Finance Report. This had been circulated and was noted.  
b) Payment of Accounts June. Mr Morrison proposed, and Mr Halliday seconded, making the 

following payments, and this was unanimously approved. 
 

PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS AUGUST (JULY ‘24) (01APRIL 23 to 31 MARCH ‘24)  
09/07/24 1012 Castle Water Allot Water 244.00 0.00 244.00 ENVIRON Allot Water 
09/07/24 1013 Pearson Hall Hall Hire 2 hrs 25.50 0.00 25.50 ENVIRON Wharf Mow 
09/07/24 1014 Sonning Land Mow Wharf x 2 60.00 0.00 60.00 ENVIRON Mow Wharf x2 
09/07/24 1114 Sonning Land Mow Play x2 68.00 0.00 68.00 REC Mow Play x2 
09/07/24 1114 Sonning Land Cut Wharf Shrubs 60.00 0.00 60.00 ENVIRON Wharf Shrubs  
09/07/24 1115 Henley Land Main Mow 300.00 0.00 300.00 REC Main Mow 
20/07/24 1116 PEST UK Replace 1101 lost 220.70 36.78 183.92 ENVIRON Allot Rats 
  JULY TOTAL  978.20 36.78 941.42   

 
 

PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS SEPT (AUG ‘24) (01APRIL 23 to 31 MARCH ‘24)  
 

05/08/24 1017 Playdale Deposit site visit 90.00 0.00 90.00 REC Deposit site visit 
06/08/24 1018 Shire Tech Noticeboard 1082.99 0.00 1082.99 REC Noticeboard 
06/08/24 1019 Henley Land Main Mow 360.00 60.00 300.00 REC Main Mow 
06/08/24 1120 Pearson Hall Hall Hire 2hrs 17.00 0.00 17.00 ADMIN Hall Hire 
06/08/24 1121 L A Bates Honorarium - tax) 3136.35 0.00 3136.35 CLERK Honorarium 
06/08/24 1122 HMRC Tax 341.90 0.00 341.90 REC Main Mow 
06/08/24 1123 NIC NIC 173.04 0.00 173.04 ENVIRON Allot Rats 
12/08/24 1124 Sonning Land Mow Wharf x1 30.00 0.00 30.00 ENVIRON Mow Wharf 
12/08/24 1124 Sonning Land Mow Play 30.00 0.00 30.00 REC Mow Play 
12/08/24 1124 Sonning land Hedge KGV Field 80.00 0.00 80.00 REC Hedge 
12/08/24 1125 L A Bates Stationary 10.00 0.00 10.00 ADMIN Stationary 
    5351.28 60.00 5291.28   

 
 

c) Transfer From Namesco. Namesco had suddenly given notice that they would no longer be 
supporting the government registry and that Sonning would need to find another company to 
provide these services. No one could recommend a company to move to but the Clerk would ask 
other Clerks who they used. 

 
11303: HIGHWAYS.   
 

a) Report. Mr Halliday said that he had spoken to Volkers about a TRO and first they wanted to 
know where it would apply. Mr Halliday asked the name of the owner of Sweet Briar, the garden 
with the overhanging hedge so that he might contact him. Mr Halliday would show a draft to the  
 



11303: HIGHWAYS (Cont’d).   
 

Chairman and Clerk. Mrs Flanagan said that she needed someone to trim the greenery from the 
mirror showing traffic at the entrance.  

b) Speed Indicators (SID). The Chairman said that he had been unable to use his arm, so the report 
was in two parts. Special thanks were due to Mr Runnalls, who had changed the battery with 
limited assistance. The report for the fixed SID in Pound Lane for the period 19 June to 8 
September showed that the maximum speed had been 55 mph on a Thursday morning, maximum 
speeds were between 45mph and 55 mph. The second report was from 5 August to 9 September 
and showed that the maximum speed of 60 mph was on 4 September at 5.00am.  

c) Speed Watch. The Chairman said that the weather had been very bad, and no Speed Watch had 
taken place. There were now 8 volunteers. 

d) Streetlights. The Chairman said the contractor had said tat the repair would be ready in a couple 
of weeks. 

e) New Speed Camera for Pearson Road. The Chairman said that following reports of speeding 
vehicles in Pearson Road, and near misses with a baby buggy, together with traffic and pollution, 
in general it seemed that a SID would slow traffic down, he would discuss positions for Pearson 
Road with residents. A resident said that it wasn’t just in Pearson Road mothers in other area were 
reporting similar problems, pavements were very narrow and speeding vehicles were very close 
to pedestrians. Mr Halliday said that there had been a fatality a couple of years ago in Thames 
Street and a TRO could applied for. Cllr Smith said that he had arranged for yellow lines outside 
the doctors surgery in Wargrave, there was a short form to complete and an officer needed to be 
onboard. It was important that any accident, or near accident, was reported to the police, because 
this would build up into an incident report for that area. The Chairman said that he would be 
speaking to the new Bursar at RBCS and would mention that parents were involved. Mr Halliday 
said that he could put residents in touch with the police. Cllr Smith said that traffic was a hot 
subject, and there had been reports on TV, a petition should be started, WBC had to take notice 
of petitions. The resident said that she would start a petition and a group of interested residents. 
The Chairman said that he had prices for Westcotec, who had provided the SID in Pound Lane, 
the costs were high and three were likely to be needed. One facing Sonning Lane, one on the 
lamppost next to the Old Forge Cottage, facing the High Street, the other outside the Almshouses, 
facing |Pound Lane and SPC would need to discuss. Mr Halliday agreed to meet up with the 
resident to discuss a petition etc. 

 
11304: RECREATION AND ENVIRONMENT W.G 
 

a) Safety Checks. These were being carried out regularly by Tivoli. 
b) Children’s Playground Repairs The Chairman, said that there were a few things that could be 

done by  a working group and he would draw up a list. 
c) Pavilion Plans and Tender Documents. The Chairman said that thanks were due to Mrs 

Flanagan and Mr John for the work they had done is assessing the Tenders there had been a 
reply from one referee and arrangements would be made for a site visit. 

d) SLTC Proposed Changes to Licence. The Chairman had asked the neighbour about changes 
to the hours of play, and he had agreed to the change to playing between 8.00am to sunset 
every day. SLTC would be seeking quotes for the lane between the courts and the adjoining 
property and wanted a gate between courts 2 and 3.  
 

11305: TECHNICAL SERVICES 
 

a) Wharf Safety Checks. This was ongoing as the river was still too high. 
 



11305: TECHNICAL SERVICES 
 

b) Revitalising the Wharf Entrance and Bin Upgrade. The Chairman said that he had discussed 
the bins with Richrd Bissett who would get in touch about the site when he was in the office. 

 
11306:  VE Day 8 May 2025.  
 

The Chairman said that he would arrange a meeting of the group. 
. 
11307: ALLOTMENT. 
 

Mr Halliday said that there was nothing to report. The Clerk had received some information about 
the sizes, facilities and prices of other allotment in the Borough. Facilities offered by some 
included. sheds, showers, and the provision of skips  

 
11308:  POLICE AND SECURITY.   
 

There hadn’t been any updates. 
 

11309: WEBSITE. 
 

There was no update.. 
 
11310:  ACTION LIST.  
 

This was reviewed and updated.  
 

11311:  DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting would be held on Tuesday 8 October 2024 at 7.00 pm in the Pearson Hall. 
 

 
 

              
Signed……………………………………….Dated…………………………………… 


