Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Sonning Parish Council held in the Pearson Hall, Pearson Road on
Tuesday 14 April 2024 at 8.00 pm.

PRESENT. Mr T Fisher (Chairman), Mr A Halliday, Mr C John, Mr P Morrison.
Mrs L A Bates (Clerk). There were no visitors

11240: APOLOGIES/WELCOME TO VISITORS. Mrs T Flannagan.

11241:

DECLARATION OF INTEREST.

11242:

There were no declarations of interest.

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING.

11243:

The minutes of the last meeting, having been previously circulated, were taken as read, approved

and singed by the Chairman.
COUNCILLOR RESPONSIBILITIES.

11244

Following discussion the following responsibilities were agreed.

COUNCILLORS PORTFOLIOS
GROUP

PLANNING

HIGHWAYS

FINANCE

RFO
RECREATION

TECHNICAL SERVICES (Wharf, Spring Clean,
Allotments)

POLICE & SECURITY

WEB SITE

MEMBERS

Mr Fisher (Chair), Mrs Flannagan,
Mr Halliday, Mr John, Mr Morrison, Clerk

Mr Halliday (Chair), Mr Fisher (Speed Watch +
SID.

Mr Morrison (Treasurer),
Clerk Accounts

Clerk
Mr Fisher (Chair), Mr John,

Mr Fisher (Chair), Mr Halliday (Allotment),

Mr Fisher

Mr John (Chair), Mrs Flannagan, Mr Gilmore

: APPOINTMENT TO OUTSIDE BODIES.

Following discussion the following appointments were re-confirmed.

ALMSHOUSE TRUST

SONNING & DISTRICT WELFARE TRUST
SONNING EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
PEARSON HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
SONNING TWINNING ASSOCIATION

FIRE BRIGADE TRUST

Mr Parker (from Feb ’09)
Mrs Baldwin (ongoing)
Mrs Baldwin (ongoing)
Mrs Robinson (Ongoing)
Chairman (ex-officio)
Chairman (ex-officio)



11245: CORRESPONDENCE.

Pound Lane Closure. Sharon Dorrington (SGN — British gas distribution) had sent details about
the closure of the junction of the A4/Pound Lane junction for 7 weeks commencing on 28 May.
This was to replace the existing gas pipes for plastic pipes. The entrance to Little Glebe from
Pound Lane would also be closed for 4 weeks commencing on 17 June.

GIGACLEAR. This company had been in touch asking to meet up with representatives of the
Council regarding the introduction of fibre broadband, via Teams. Mr John said that some work
had begun in the Old Bath Road area and another company was also in the aea. The Clerk would
ask for some suggested dates to arrange this.

Waste Management. This company had been Intouch offering bins and a bin emptying service.
The Chairman would check out the details.

The Chairman said that Mr Boswell had asked for a closed bin outside the bus shelter in Pound
Lane, following several occasions when animals had raided the bins scattering the contents
everywhere.

The Chairman said that he had become aware of an accident in Pound Lane when a vehicle had
driven into the rear of the car in front, which had stopped at the junction with Pearson Road. A
resident had asked if the 20mph speed limit could be enforced.

11246: PLANNING.

a) List. The Chairman said that Heritage had submitted plans for the tree work on KGV Field.
The following were ongoing: 7 South Drive (240285): Brook House (240617) & 240618):
14 Old Bath Road (240559): Berkshire Sports (240721): Acrefield (24917): Acrefield (240921):
King George V Field (241204). SECTION 211 NOTIFICATION FOR WORKS IN A
CONSERVATION AREA TO001.

The following Plans had been withdrawn. 49 West Drive (240060) including the revisions,
The following plans had been approved. Pavilion, Holme Park (240373): 2 Greendown
Cottages (240456):

b) Neighbourhood Plan. The Chairman said that as there had been a poor response the ‘call for
sites’ the idea of putting a new site forward had been abandoned. The NP Group were now
hoping to submit the SNP for Regulation 14 approval in the Autumn of 2024. Regulation 14
required the draft neighbourhood plan proposal to be the subject of a pre-submission
consultation before it is submitted to the local authority for independent examination. Mr Hart
had done a wonderful job of putting the plan together as had Mr Gilmore. The completion
date of the upcoming WBC Local Plan Update (LPU) was still uncertain.

11247: BOROUGH COUNCILLORS QUESTION TIME.

In the absence of the new WBC(Thames) Councillors there were no questions. Cllr Akhtar and Cllr
Smith had introduced themselves at the Annual Parish Meeting which closed at 8.00pm.

11248: PARISHIONERS QUESTIONS.

There were no questions.

11249: FINANCE.

a) Payment of Accounts May. Mr Morrison proposed, and the Chairman seconded making the
following payments, and this was unanimously approved.




11249: FINANCE (Con’d).

PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS MAY (APRIL ‘24) (01APRIL 23 to 31 MARCH ‘24)

23/04/24 | 1078 | Groundwork | Unused 1463.97 0.00 1463.97 | ADMIN Np Grant
grant
23/04/24 | 1079 | R Hulley Litter X 4 717.32 0.00 717.32 | HIGH & | Litter Picker
LIGHT
23/04/24 | 1080 | rCOH Ltd 9 days 777.60 129.60 648.00 | ADMIN Neighbour Plan
support
23/04/24 | 1080 | rCOH Ltd Site Assess 5292.00 882.00 4410.00 | ADMIN Neighbour Plan
23/04/24 | 1081 | Fulford Inspect Trees 150.00 0.00 150.00 | REC Tree Mtnce
Dobson
23/04/24 | 1082 | Brit Gas Pav. Electric 192.52 4.84 187.68 | SPORT Pavilion Electric
23/04/24 | 1083 | Castle Water | Pav Water 1.44 0.00 1.44 | SPORT Pavilion Water
23/04/24 | 1084 | Castle Water | Allotment 69.00 0.00 69.00 | ENVIRON Allot. Water
23/04/24 | 1085 | BALC Annual Subs 383.95 0.00 383.95 | ADMIN Subscriptions
23/04/24 | 1086 | Playsource Safety 3446.50 574.42 2872.08 | REC Safety Surfaces
Surface
23/04/24 | 1088 | ENERVEO | Replace 1116.19 86.03 1030.16 | HIGH & | St Light Repairs
Chq, 1054 LIGHT
TOTAL 13610.49 1676.89 11933.60

b) Finance Report. This had been circulated and was noted.

c) Income & Expenditure Account. Mr Morrison had prepared income and Expenditure accounts for
the year 2023/24 and he proposed accepting them. The Chairman seconded and these were
unanimously approved.

11250:

HIGHWAYS

11251:

a)

ele

Report. Mr Halliday said that a light in Pound Lane was being obscured by overhanging
foliage due to the gardens being set at a higher level, This was an ongoing issue and the
previous owner had cut the hedge back some years ago. The Chairman said that he had been
told that there was no lighting in Hurst as it was a rural community. A tree in the shrubland in
front of Holmemoor Drive was causing obstruction, Mr Halliday would draft a letter for the
Clerk to send.

Speed Indicators (SID). The Chairman had circulated copies of the report and said that thanks
were due to Mr Runnalls for his assistance. Max Speed of 55mph does not show that this
happened on 4 of the 35 days or that speeds of 50 and above were recorded on 24 out of the
35 days, 2.5 times the speed limit.

Speed Watch. There was nothing to report.

Streetlights. The Chairman would be taking the damaged lantern to the person who had
supplied the brazier.

RECREATION AND ENVIRONMENT W.G

Safety Checks. These were being carried out regularly by Tivoli.

Children’s Playground Repairs The Chairman said the ROSPA report had been received, he
and Mr John would meet to take a closer look with a view to carry out repairs. The contractor
had been onsite and had completed the repairs to the safety surfaces.

Pavilion Plans and Tender Documents. The plans were yet to be received.

SLTC Lighting and Other Proposals. The SLTC Chairman had now asked about financing a
new pavilion. The Clerk would ask about how this would work and timescales. They had also
asked if they could put banner up in Pound lane o advertise their new tennis training.




11251: RECREATION AND ENVIRONMENT W.G (Contind)

e) Noticeboard. The Chairman said that the deposit had now been paid.
f) Tree Work. The Chairman said that Heritage were submitting permission to carry out the work
and would start once it was approved.

11252: TECHNICAL SERVICES

a) Wharf Safety Checks. The Chairman said that the water levels were dropping and he hoped
to be able to inspect soon.
b) Green Projects. There was no update.

11253: D-DAY.

The Chairman said thanks were due to Mrs Flannagan and Mrs Pownall. Mrs Flannagan had
produced some notices and would circulate them around the village. The Chairman would
circulate details to everyone. There would be a band, fish and chips to pre-order via a number of
options including a QR code, and a BBQ. There would be a crisp drop for the children and the
brazier would be lit at 9.15pm.

11254: ALLOTMENT.

There were no updates.

11255: POLICE AND SECURITY.

The Chairman said that there were no updates,

11256: NEWSLETTER.

This was on hold for the moment.

11257: ACTION LIST.

This was reviewed and updated.

11258: DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting would be held on Tuesday 11 June 2024 at 7.00 pm in the Pearson Hall.



