
 Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Sonning Parish Council held in the Pearson Hall, Pearson Road on 
Tuesday 9 April 2024 at 7.00 pm. 
 
PRESENT.  Mr T Fisher (Chairman), Mrs T Flanagan, Mr C John, Mr P Morrison.   
                     Cllr M Firmager, (WBC). Mrs L A Bates (Clerk). 
 
11223: APOLOGIES/WELCOME TO VISITORS. Mr A Halliday (Holiday).  
 
11224: DECLARATION OF INTEREST.  
 

There were no declarations of interest.  
 

11225:   MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING. 
 

The minutes of the last meeting, having been previously circulated, were taken as read, approved 
and singed by the Chairman.  

 
11226:  CORRESPONDENCE. 

  
Twyford Library Move. WBC had sent an update to say that the Twyford Library would reopen 
at the end of May in ins new location in the refurbished building on the High Street.  
Election. This would take place on 2 May, Cllr Firmager would be standing for election as on of 
three councillors for the new Thames Ward. 
Sonning Litter. Mrs Hulley would be away until the end of April, the Chairman would speak to 
the Pound Lane resident who was already emptying some bins. 
Berk Local Nature Strategy. This had been published and the Clerk would copy to anyone who 
would like to see the information. 
New House Name. Wokingham had confirmed that the new development at Augustfield would 
be known as 6 and 7 Augustfield. 
Bonfire in Pound Lane. The Chairman said that a resident in Pound Lane had a bonfire giving off 
acrid smoke. Environmental Services would assist with such issues. 
 

 11227: PLANNING. 
 

a) List. The Chairman said that there revised plans had been received for 48 Old Bath Road 
(240060) but there were no new applications and no decisions. It was agreed to meet on 22 
April to discuss the revised plans and any new plans. 
The following were ongoing:49 West Drive (240060). REVISED PLANS (04/05/24):  7 South 
Drive (240285):  2 Greendown Cottages (240456): Pavilion, Holme Park (240373). Brook 
House (240617) & 240618):  14 Old Bath Road (240559):  Berkshire Sports (240721):   

b) Neighbourhood Plan. The Chairman said that there was a very low response to the Call for 
Sites. Those sites that had been put forward were either larger that the under 1 hectare limit 
or didn’t include affordable housing. The University Farm site had put forward proposals to 
extend the site. The results had been sent to James McCann and Ian Church who were dealing 
with Neighbourhood Plans for their views.  

 
11228: BOROUGH COUNCILLORS QUESTION TIME.  
 

Cllr Firmager explained the new election process for the new Thames ward, which included Sonning, 
Charvil and Wargrave, instead of 1 councillor per ward there would be 3 councillors representing 
the one large ward. One would be elected for 1 year, one for 2 years and the other for 3 years.   
 



11228: BOROUGH COUNCILLORS QUESTION TIME (Cont’d)  
 

Cllr Firmager was uncertain how they would work together. The Chairman thanked Cllr Firmager 
and wished the best luck to all. 
 

11229: PARISHIONERS QUESTIONS.   
 

There were no questions. 
 

11230: WEBSITE: ZEN UPDATE 
 

Mr John said that there was nothing to report, there had been no movement yet. 
  

11231: FINANCE. 
 

a) Payment of Accounts April. Mr Morrison proposed and the Chairman seconded making the 
following payments, and this was unanimously approved 

 
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS APRIL (MARCH ‘24) (01APRIL 23 to 31 MARCH ‘24)  

19/03/24 1056 Age 
Concern 

Donation 215.00 0.00 215.00 DONATE Age Concern 

19/03/24 1057 Air Ambe Donation 210.00  0.00 210.00 DONATE Air Ambulance 
1/03/24 1058 Son.PCC Donation 215.00 0.00 215.00 DONATE Sonning PCC 
19/03/24 1059 ReadiBus Donation 158.00 0.00 158.00   DONATE ReadiBus 
19/03/24 1060 Sue Ryder Donation 105.50 0.00 105.50 DONATE Sue Ryder 
19/03/24 1061 CAB Donation 53.00 0.00 53.00 DONATE CAB 
19/03/24 1062 Twyford 

Volunteer 
Donation 53.00 0.00 53.00 DONATE Twyford 

Volunteer 
19/03/24 1063 Keep 

Mobile 
Donation 53.00 0.00 53.00 DONATE Keep Mobile 

19/03/24 1064 Relate Donation 53.00 0.00 53.00 DONATE Relate 
19/03/24 1065 Me2 Donation 53.00 0.00 53.00 DONATE Me2 
19/03/24 1066 Nat 

Savings 
SLTCAnn 
invest 

4858.96 0.00 4858.96 SPORTS SLTC Invest 

19/03/24 1066 Nat 
Savings 

SPC Ann 
invest 

777.43 0.00 777.43 SPORTS SPC Invest 

19/03/24 1067 Playsiurce Dep. Play 
Surfaces 

2872.50 0.00 2872.50 REC RecPlay surface 

19.03.24 1068 T Fisher Padlock 
Rec 

31.25 0.00 31.25 REC Rec Gates 

28/03/24 1069 Berks 
Vision 

Donation 53.00 0.00 53.00 DONATE Berks Vision 

28/03/24 1071 TIVOLI Dog Bins 212.43 35.24 177.19 ENVIRON Dog Bin Empty 
28/03/24 1071 TIVOLI Play insp 24.00 4.00 20.00 REC Play Inspect 
28/03/24 1072 Castle 

Water 
PAV 
Water 

91.61 0.00 91.61 SPORTS Pav Water 

28/03/24 1073 H M 
Customs 

L B Tax 587.90 0.00 587.90 CLERK Clerks Tax 

28/03/24 1074 Sonning 
Land 

Mow 
Wharf 

30.00 0.00 30.00 ENVIRON Environ Wharf 

28/03/24 1074 Sonning 
Land 

Mow Play 34.00 0.00 34.00 REC Mow Play 

28/03/24 1075 L A Bates  Honor 3077.85 0.00 3077.85 CLERK Clerks Hon. 
28/03/24 1076 L A Bates Tel. 40.00 0.00 40.00 ADMIN Print/Post/Tel 
   TOTAL  13859.43   39.24 13820.19   

 
 



11231: FINANCE (Cont) 
 

b) Finance Report. This had been circulated and was noted.  
 

c) CIL Report. The Clerk presented the proposed accounts for inclusion in CIL Mr Morrison 
proposed, the Chairman seconded and this was unanimously approved. It was agreed to look at 
potential projects. 
 

d) New Signatories. With the recent passing of Mr Farnese only two signatories remained, in order 
to make payments more workable Mr Morrison proposed Mr Halliday and Mr John as signatories. 
This was anomalously approved. Mr Morrison would make the necessary arrangements. 

 
11232: HIGHWAYS 
 

a) Report. In he absence of Mr Halliday there was no report, 
b) Speed Indicators (SID). The Chairman had circulated copies of the report and said that thanks 

were due to Mr Runnalls. This showed a vehicle driving at 55mph and many vehicles were 
travelling at 50 mph. The residents in Thames Street were still pleased with the mobile SID. 

c) Speed Watch. The Chairman said that another session had taken place in Pound Lane at the 
junction with West Drive. A request to put a SID in the area, which was a 30mph zone, had 
been received but WBC’s permission was required to do this. There would be a cost 
implication too. Some verbal abuse had been experienced while monitoring in the area close 
to the West Drive entrance. 

d) Streetlights. The Chairman had been waiting for DW Windsor to reply, they said that they 
could do a repair, and someone would get in touch. They didn’t think that the bolts had fallen 
out and probably had never been put in, this was cause for concern about other lights installed 
at the same time. The light opposite the RC&HC (P4) had never been connected and the 
Chairman needed a copy of a form provided by Enerveo to request installation.  
 

11233: RECREATION AND ENVIRONMENT W.G 
 

a) Safety Checks. These were being carried out regularly by Tivoli. 
b) Children’s Playground Repairs The Chairman said that the repairs had been delayed due to the 

weather and would probably be carried lout after half-term.   
c) Pavilion Plans and Tender Documents. Mr Anderson had said that plans would be ready in 

two weeks time. 
d) SLTC Lighting and Other Proposals. There had been no further contact about the Lighting and 

other suggestions.  
e) Noticeboard. The Chairman had a quote for £1,000, plus an additional cost for the header. 

Following discussion it was agreed to accept the quote and to spend up to £250 on the header. 
The Chairman had met Guy Dixon, who had measured up. 

f) Tree Work. The Chairman said that he now had 3 quotes the consensus was that the damaged 
Horse Chestnut was in very poor condition. Work could be done to save it but there was no 
guarantee how long it would survive for, the prices ranged from £3100 to £7584, all plus VAT. 
Following discussion it was agreed to go with Heritage, who had carried out tree work 
previously at a cost of £4985 plus VAT. 

g) Mr Driver had said that work shouldn’t take place until the autumn but the work was urgent.  
 

11234: TECHNICAL SERVICES 
 

a) Wharf Safety Checks. The Chairman said that the Wharf was still flooded but he had taken a 
look and everything was fine.  



11234: TECHNICAL SERVICES (Cont.) 
 

b) Green Projects. The Chairman said that there had been no progress. 
c) Wharf Work. This could not be undertaken due to the slipway being under water. 
d) Litter Pick ’24. The Chairman said that this had been successful with a good number of 

volunteers taking part, thanks were due to all those taking part. Thanks had been put on 
Sonning Buzz and had received 60 likes’. Cllr Firmager said that there was still more litter 
around but it would have taken a lot more time to bring back. 

e) Meeting with Great House Representatives. The Chairman said that Sonning Boats had said 
that an agreement had been reached but hadn’t supplied any details. A little more time would 
be allowed before chasing the Great House representative. 

 
11235:  D-DAY.  
 

The Chairman said that, thanks to Trudi and Mena, things were going well, but there was 
still a lot to do. Notices would be put on Sonning Buzz and noticeboards. The Chairman and 
Mena were to open a bank account at Lloyds. The Chairman would check with RES to see 
if they could advise on fire extinguishers for the beacon. 

 
11236: ALLOTMENT. 

 
There were no updates. 
 

11237:  POLICE AND SECURITY.   
 

The Chairman said that there were no updates, but a caller had called in to say the Chairman’s 
dog was in the road, it transpired that a dog wasn’t the Chairman’s but was running along Pound 
Lane but had then run up the drive to 25 Pound Lane, where the front door had been open. The 
Chairman said that there had been a break-in at 25 Pound Lane the previous day.  
 

11238: NEWSLETTER. 
 

This was awaiting completion of the Find a Tender process.   
 
11239:  ACTION LIST.  
 

This was reviewed and updated.  
 

11240:  DATE OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF SPC AND ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
 

The next meeting would be held on Tuesday 14 May 2024 at 7.00 pm in the Pearson Hall. 
 
 
 
 
 
   Signed………………………………………. Dated……………………………………...  


