
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Sonning Parish Council held in the Pearson Hall, Pearson Road on  
                  Tuesday 12 March 2024 at 7.00 pm. 
 
PRESENT.  Mr T Fisher (Chairman), Mrs T Flanagan, Mr A Halliday, Mr C John. Cllr M Firmager, 
                     (WBC). Mrs L A Bates (Clerk). 
 
11205: APOLOGIES/WELCOME TO VISITORS. Mr P Morrison (Holiday).  
 
11206: DECLARATION OF INTEREST.  
 

There were no declarations of interest.  
 

11207:   MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING. 
 

The minutes of the last meeting, having been previously circulated, were taken as read, approved 
and singed by the Chairman.  

 
11208:  CORRESPONDENCE. 

  
Firewood for Beacon. Mr Halliday had asked about buying firewood for the Beacon as there had 
been a last minute rush on the previous occasion and also about reducing the number of items on 
the agenda. The Chairman said that he would see about locating a supply of firewood. The items 
on the agenda were discussed and it was agreed that the Clerk would identify those not for 
discussion on the agenda so that none of the items were forgotten. 
Borough Liaison Group. There was to be a meeting at Shute End on Tuesday 19 March. The 
Chairman would attend via Microsoft Teams. 
Dog Mess and Blue Sacks in Litter Bins. The Chairman said that a neighbour had reported that 
dog owners were putting their dog bags in the litter bins. It was understood that this was 
permissible but the possibility of a new bin the recreation ground was discussed. There were 
already 3 dog waste bins in the rec, and it was agreed that this should be sufficient. It was difficult 
to understand why householders were putting their blue sacks in the bin. 
Neighbourhood Plan. The Chairman said that a letter had been delivered to all households asking 
their opinion on potential locations for development.  
Police Report. The Chairman said that the latest report indicated a neighbour throwing a bottle 
into their neighbour front window. There had been complaints about rents going up and a drug 
dealer had been prosecuted.  
Interest in co-option onto the Council. The Chairman said that two residents had shown an 
interest. 
 

 11209: PLANNING. 
 

a) List. The Chairman said that there had been no new applications. Applications 3 Old Well 
Court (232584): 7 West Dive (233046): Sonning Place (233171): and Saxon House (233173)  
The following were ongoing: 3 Old Well Court Thames Street (232584):  The Point, London 
Road, Woodley (232620):  7 West Drive (233046):  Sonning Place, Pearson Road (233171) 
Saxon House Pearson Road (233173) had all been approved. Application, The Point London 
Road (232620) had been refused. 

 
b) Neighbourhood Plan. The Chairman said that the Call for Sites, issued by the committee had 

explained that, if a Neighbourhood Plan, put forward a new site in their area for development 
then there would be a 5-year allowance provided which would protect the parish from  
 



11209:  PLANNING (Cont’d). 
 

development.  Suggested sites were extending the Bull Close site (to include affordable housing), 
2 small sites and the Paddock on the Holme Park Farm. 

  
  11210:  PLANNING APPLICATIONS.   

 
2 Greendown Cottages (240456). 
  
This was to demolish the existing conservatory and to build a single storey rear and side extension 
to include a small extension to the dining room. Following discussion, it was agreed to say that SPC 
could find no reason to object. 
 
The Old Cottage (240474).   
 
This was to repair and replace the garage roof, including a breathable membrane, insulation and 
structural work to the roof timbers if required. Following discussion, it was agreed that this work 
was essential and would be carried lout to a high standard and that SPC could find no reason to 
object.  

 
11211: BOROUGH COUNCILLORS QUESTION TIME.  
 

Cllr Firmager said that Purdah would begin on 22 March and he was unsure if he was allowed to 
attend Parish Council meetings. Cllr Firmager also said that he would be unable to attend the 
Neighbourhood Plan meeting on 13 March as it was the same day as a WBC Planning meeting. 
However, Cllr Firmager said that he was wondering about a Blue Plaque commemorating the stay 
of Eisenhower at the Grove. Unfortunately, Mr Thomas had been researching this and there were no 
official records establishing this as a fact. The state of Sonning roads was discussed and Cllr 
Firmager agreed that they were a problem but this was the same across the Borough, it was best to 
report any issues online. The recent announcement that WBC had recently received substantial 
interest on a loan they had made, 
 

11212: PARISHIONERS QUESTIONS.   
 

There were no questions. 
 

11213: WEBSITE: ZEN UPDATE 
 

Mr John said that everything had been set up ready for ZEN to start the transfer but there had been 
no movement yet. 
  

11214: FINANCE. 
 

a) Finance Report. This had been circulated and was noted. An amount of CIL was expected from 
the 13 houses on Golf Club at the end of April. 
 

b) CIL Report. The Clerk would bring this to the April meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
11214: FINANCE.(Cont’d) 
 

c) Payment of Accounts February. These had been circulated and the Chairman proposed accepting 
them, Mr Halliday seconded, and this was unanimously approved.  
 

 PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS MARCH ’24 (FEB 2024) (01APRIL 23 to 31 MARCH ’24)  
 
          

01/02/24 1042 L A Bates Honorarium 3108.95 0.00 3108.95 CLERK Honorarium 
01/02/24 1042 L A Bates Telephone 40.00  0.00 40.00 ADMIN Telephone 
01/02/24 1043 Inland Rev NIC 315.30 0.00 315.30 CLERK. NIC 
01/02/24 1045 rCOH Ltd 9 Days N Plan 6242.40 1040.40 5202.00   ADMIN N. Plan 
01/02/24 1046 Pearson Hall Hall Rent 25.50 0.00 25.50 ADMIN Hall Booking 
29/02/24 1047 Sonning Land Fallen branches Rec 120.00 0.00 120.00 REC Trees 
29/02/24 1047 Sonning Land Allotment Hedge Cut 180.00 0.00 180.00 REC Allot Hedge 
29/02/24 1049 Castle Water Pav. Water 108.50 0.00 108.50 SPORT Pavilion Water 
29/02/24 1050 TIVOLI Dog Bins 235.00 39.24 195.76 SPORT Dog Bins 

+Play 
29/02/24 1051 WBC Election May 23 225.00 0.00 225.00 ADMIN Election 
29/02/24 1052 Brit Gas Pav Electric 186.05 4.01 182.04 SPORT Pav Electric 
29/02/24 1054 ENERVEO St Light Repair  1116.19 186.03 930.16 HIGH + 

LIGHT 
StLight repairs 

  TOTAL  12182.89   1269.68 10913.21   
 
11215: HIGHWAYS 
 

a) Report. Mr Halliday had not received a reply from Mr Day but the Chairman said that he 
understood that Mr Day now had a an assistant, who ‘got things done’. Mr Halliday would 
copy his email to her. 

b) Speed Indicators (SID). The Chairman had circulated copies of the report. This showed 
vehicles driving in the direction of the school at 60mph and a lot of vehicles were travelling 
at 50 mph and most were over the speed limit (20mph). The speed had been down but this 
probably coincided with half term.  

c) Speed Watch. The Chairman said that another session had taken place in Sonning Lane. One 
in Charil Lane had shown that 25% of vehicles were driving at 25 mph plus. While in Pound 
Lane there had been some verbal abuse close to the West Drive entrance. 

d) Streetlights. The Chairman had collected the damaged lantern as arranged. The people at the 
depot had said that it was irreparable, a new one would be in the region of £1,200 to £1,300. 
The lantern had been mounted on a platform and fixed to it with bolts all of which were either 
missing or bent. The Chairman had asked the manufacturers for a price.   
 

11216: RECREATION AND ENVIRONMENT W.G 
 

a) Safety Checks. These were being carried out regularly by Tivoli. 
b) Children’s Playground Repairs The Chairman said that he had placed the order for the repairs 

with Playsource. The playground would only be closed for two days, and they would ensure 
the gates were locked. SPC would need to put notices up to inform everyone.  

c) Pavilion Plans and Tender Documents. Mr John said that a more basic route could be followed 
using the Find a Tender website for the repairs. Mr Anderson was preparing a schedule and 
detailed plans. The Chairman said that he had asked Mr Morrison how much SPC should 
contribute to the repairs, and he had said up to half of the total. 

 
 



11216: RECREATION AND ENVIRONMENT W.G (Cont’d). 
 

d) SLTC Lighting and Other Proposals. There had been no further contact about the Lighting and 
other suggestions. There had been a request to operate some activities to attract more members 
and this was agreed. 

e) Noticeboard. The Chairman had a quote for £1,000, Following discussion it was agreed to 
accept the quote. The Chairman proposed spending up to £1050 Mr John seconded and this 
was unanimously approved. 

f) Tree Work. The Chairman said that the tree expert had visited the site and was preparing his 
report. Once this was received then quotes could be sought, 
 

11217: TECHNICAL SERVICES 
 

a) Wharf Safety Checks. The Chairman said that the entire Wharf was still flooded up to the 
boundary with the Coppa Club, so was impossible to access. 

b) Green Projects. The Chairman said that this had gone very quiet, Mr Driver had said that he 
would chase Defra.  

c) Wharf Work. This could not be undertaken due to the slipway being under water. 
d) Litter Pick ’24. This would take place on Sunday 24 March at 10.00am. The Chairman said 

that bin liners, vest and litter pickers would be provided as would light refreshments. The 
Clerk would resend the poster to Mr John so he could put it on Sonning Buzz as a reminder. 

e) Meeting with Great House Representatives. The Chairman said that he and the Clerk had met 
two representatives at the Wharf to discuss the mooring, which appeared on their deeds and a 
small piece of land adjacent to this, in relation to the work that Sonning Boats had carried out. 
There was concern about not giving permission to Sonning Boats and therefore no agreement, 
or insurance, in place to control the use and safety aspects. SPC’s deeds were unclear and 
Sonning Boats had emailed SPC indicating that they had full permission to use the mooring 
from the Hotel manager, so SPC had assumed that the work was with the Hotels approval. 
The representatives had agreed to let the Chairman know what was decided. 

 
11218: ALLOTMENT. 

 
There were no updates. 
 

11219:  POLICE AND SECURITY.   
 

The Chairman said that no further report had been received. 
 

11220: NEWSLETTER. 
 

This was awaiting completion of the Find a Tender process.   
 
11221:  ACTION LIST.  
 

This was reviewed and updated.  
 

11222:  DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING. 
 

The next meeting would be held on Tuesday 9 April 2024 at 7.00 pm in the Pearson Hall. 
 
 
   Signed………………………………………. Dated……………………………………...  


