
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Sonning Parish Council held in the Pavilion, Pound Lane on  
                  Tuesday 14 November 2023 at 7.00 pm. 
 
PRESENT.  Mr T Fisher (Chairman), Mr A Halliday, Mr C John, Mr P Morrison. Cllr. M Firmager 
                    4 Visitors. Mrs L A Bates (Clerk). 
                     
11131: APOLOGIES/WELCOME TO VISITORS. Mr A E Farnese (unwell), Mr A Halliday (previous 
            engagement).  
 
11132: DECLARATION OF INTEREST.  

 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 

11133:   MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING. 
 

The minutes of the last meeting, having been previously circulated, were taken as read, approved 
and singed by the Chairman.  
 

11134: CORRESPONDENCE. 
  
Seat for Bus Shelter on A4 (S). Following a request from a resident Cllr Firmager had been in 
discussion with WBC. Chris Easton (Assistant Director Highways and Transport) had replied 
offering to put in a request install a seat, which might take some time due to WBC’s budget 
restrictions. Mr Easton had also suggested that the project might be achieved sooner if SPC paid 
for it. It had also been suggested that SPC were responsible for maintaining the A4 bus stops but 
following de-trunking this responsibility had transferred to WBC. The Clerk would ask Cllr 
Firmager to find out the likely costs so SPC could consider the request. 
Sweeping in Sonning Lane. The Clerk reported that she had observed and thanked a family 
sweeping the footpath in Sonning Lane, which was deeply covered in rotting leaves. The 
Chairman said that this was a parent from Sonning School who has asked permission to sweep 
the area as part of Sonning School’s homework assignment to do something for the community. 
The Chairman would ask the school if there was a way of thanking the parent officially. 
RBCS Traffic, Bus Speeds etc.  The Chairman said that he had attended a meeting at the school 
following complaints from a resident about the speed of school buses in Sonning Lane and other 
highways issues. Cllr Firmager and the resident had also attended, along with the Head Teacher 
and the Bursar. It was agreed that another meeting should take place on site to observe the issues 
first hand. The Busar would contact WBC and the Head would ask the bus company to limit their 
drivers to 20 mph.  
Green Projects. The Chairman said that he had spoken to Mr Driver about potential ‘green 
projects’ in Sonning, specifically about the old sewage works off Broadstone Lane. The Land 
belonged to DEFRA and there were a few problems and Thames Water needed access, however 
DEFRA had no plans for it. Mr Driver was supportive of the idea and would prefer that the land 
was left to rewild than the introduction of a solar farm. Mr Driver had also suggested that SPC 
pay for a replacement sign for Ali’s Pound, which had deteriorated over the years. Councillors 
were supportive of both proposals. Another site visit was required. 
Speeding cars at night. This had become an issue particularly in Pound Lane. 
Remembrance Day Parade. This had gone well with the closure of Sonning Lane and Pearson 
Road causing the minimum disruption. 
.  

  
 
 



11135: PLANNING. 
 

a) List. The Chairman said that WBC had approved, Green House (232734 & 231790): 7 West 
Drive (231903): Bank Cottage Holme Park Farm Road, (232027).  

b) The following applications had been refused. 48 Pound Lane (231847). 
c) The following were ongoing: The Old Cottage, Pearson Road (232278 & 2322). 
d) The following New Applications had been received.  40 Glebe Lane (232586). Householder 

application for the proposed single storey front extension. (10/11/23):  20 Glebe Lane (232625). 
Householder application for the proposed erection of single storey rear extension, plus front 
porch canopy extension. (15/11/23): Thatched Cottage, Sonning Lane (232423). Full application 
for the proposed creation of a tennis court and associated landscaping works. Following 
excavation and erection of a retaining wall 1.25M high. (17/11/23):  3 Old Well Court Thames 
Street (232584). Householder application for the proposed single storey flat roof infill extension 
between dwelling and outbuilding conversion of the garage and first storey extension to the 
outbuilding to create habitable accommodation following demolition of the existing lean to along 
with changes to fenestration. (22/11/23): The Point, London Road, Woodley (232620). 
Adjoining Parish Consultation. Full application for the proposed erection of a café and drive-
thru with associated parking, landscaping and access, following demolition of 2 no. existing 
dwellings and changes to the existing parking layout. 28/11/23 

e) Neighbourhood Plan. The Chairman said that the group hoped to finish the document in 2024. 
The assistance of AECOM had been sought after Mr McCabe recommended using them. An 
application to use the grant to fund this was being sought. Mr Hart was in the process of tidying 
up the draft document. 

 
11136:  BOROUGH COUNCILLORS QUESTION TIME. 
 

In the absence of Cllr Firmager there was no report. 
 

11137: PARISHIONERS QUESTIONS.   
 

There were no questions. 
 

11138: WEBSITE: ZEN Withdrawal of Support for .gov.uk 30 November 2023 
 

ZEN had sent an email informing SPC of their decision to remove .gov.uk accounts from their 
portfolio on 30 October and that SPC would need to move their account to another provider by 30 
Noveber.  A list of other providers had been provided. This left SPC in a vulnerable position, with 
a need to identify a suitable replacement and transfer in a short space of time. Mr John said he was 
suggesting that maintaining emails was a priority and that the website could be transferred over a 
period of time. Three potential companies had been identified, all could replace the existing on a  
like for like basis.  Cost varied between £10 to £18 per month. The Chairman said that he was 
ready to assist if needed and thanked me John and Trudi Flanagan, who had been assisting Mr 
John. 
 

11139: FINANCE. 
 

a) Finance Report. This had been circulated and was noted.  
 

b) Payment of Accounts November. As the payment of accounts wasn’t available no payments 
were recorded. 

 
 
 



 
11140: HIGHWAYS 
 

a) Report. In the absence of Mr Halliday there was no report but the Chairman said that Mr 
Halliday had written to Ashley Waite (WBC Highways).  

b) Speed Indicators (SID). The Chairman thanked Mr Runnalls for his assistance. The mobile 
SID in Thames Street was not recording many offenders and residents were happy for it to 
remain in place. The maximum recorded speed in Pound Lane was 55 mph, which sounded 
like an improvement, but this speed was being recorded on several vehicles each week 
particularly on Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  Vehicles were averaging 40 mph every day. It 
was suggested that a solar panel SID might be purchased, but this would require a lot more 
work, The Chairman said that over the years the average speed had gone down. 

c) Speed Watch. The Chairman said that a Speed Watch had been arranged for 15 November in 
Charvil Lane and more volunteers were still needed. 

d) Streetlights. The Chairman said that he had checked the streetlights and 11 were not working, 
some were on all day. The Chairman had written to WBC because he understood that they 
controlled the streetlights and was waiting for a reply. 

 
11141: RECREATION AND ENVIRONMENT W.G 
 

a) Safety Checks. These were being carried out regularly by Tivoli. 
b) Children’s Playground Repairs The Chairman had questioned the need for two skips and was 

assured that they were essential, he would try to get the quote reduced. 
c) Pavilion Plans and Tender Documents. Mr John said that there were a couple of busy weeks 

ahead and explained the proposed score process. It was agreed to discuss the finances with 
SCC once the Tenders were received. Mr John said that he hoped the architect would be 
prepared to provide advice. 

d) Scouts Storage. This was ongoing. 
e) Noticeboard. This was discussed and the preference was for it to be in Oak as this was hard 

wearing. Examples of noticeboards could be seen on the Fitzpatrick Woolmer web site. 
f) Tree Work. Heritage had quoted £395 to carry out the work. The Chairman proposed and Mr 

John seconded accepting the quote and this as unanimously approved. The Chairman said that 
the survey had been carried out the previous Saturday. 

g) Rubbish Bins. This was ongoing. 
 

11142: TECHNICAL SERVICES 
 

a) Wharf Safety Checks. The Chairman said that he was trying to get in touch with his contact. 
Ms Jobbins said that she would ask her contact about repairs. 

b) Green Projects. No update. 
 
11143. D-Day 6 JUNE 2024. 
 

The Chairman said that he’d had a long meeting with Mr Thomas and the Chairman of the British 
Legion. There were a few ideas about toilet facilities and the electricity had been discussed. Mr 
Thomas said that the Band needed eight sockets. Mr Green had suggested the possibility of a fly 
past. Mr Thomas had sent out an email and had asked for comments. Another meeting was 
required with Mr Thomas, the Chairman of the British legion and the school. More help was 
required. 
 
 
    



11144: ALLOTMENT. 
 

There was nothing to report. 
 

11145:   ACTION LIST.  
 

This was reviewed and updated.  
 

11146:  DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING. 
 

The next meeting would be held on Tuesday 14 November at 7.00 pm in the Pavilion (since 
changed to Monday 11 December at 6.45 pm in the Pearson Hall Meeting Room). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Signed………………………………………. Dated……………………………………...  


