
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Sonning Parish Council held in the Pearson Hall, Pearson Road on  
                  Tuesday 11 July 2023 at 7.00 pm. 
 
PRESENT.  Mr T Fisher (Chairman), Mr C John, Mr P Morrison 1 Visitor. Mrs L A Bates  
                     (Clerk). 
                     
APOLOGIES/WELCOME TO VISITORS. Mr A E Farnese, A Halliday, Mr P Morrison, Cllr M 
              Firmager (Clerk).  
 
11083: DECLARATION OF INTEREST. 

 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 

11084:   MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING. 
 

The minutes of the last meeting, having been previously circulated, were taken as read, approved 
and singed by the Chairman.  
 

11085: CORRESPONDENCE. 
   
D-Day Celebrations.  This was to be held on Thursday 6 June 2024. Beacons were again to be lit 
across the country at 9 .45pm. It was agreed that, if it was established that there was sufficient 
interest in the community, SPC would sign up to the event and ask Mr Thomas if he was interested 
in assisting with this. The Clerk would put the item on the agenda for the September meeting. 
TARMAC Consultation. Eye and Dunsden PC had advised that the company were consulting on 
their proposed planning application to extend their extractions further towards Henley. 
WBC Borough Parish Liaison Meeting. This would take place on Wednesday 26 July at 7.00pm. 
Pavilion Building Regulations. These had been registered with WBC Building Control. 
Midsummer Murders. They had asked for invoices for the use of the Wharf during filming. 
St. Crispin’s Leisure Centre Wokingham. WBC were considering the future of this facility as it 
was not being used . 
Noise Complaint. A resident from Glebe Lane had complained about the noise from the annual 
jamboree held at Berkshire Sports/Reading Cricket and Hockey Club lasting until 2.00pm at the 
end of June. WBC were looking into this. 
Boundary Commission. The changes had been confirmed, Sonning would be in a three member 
parish from May 2024 along with Charvil, Wargrave and Remenham. 
Repairs to Safety Surfaces. A company had been in touch offering to carry lour repairs to 
playground equipment and safety surfaces. The Chairman would contact them. 
Sonning School Signs. The Chairman said that he head teacher had been in touch about the sign 
next to the bus shelter and one near Beech Lodge. As SPC wanted to relocate their noticeboard 
to the left of the shelter there was some question about space but the school were reconsidering 
the size of theirs. 
Rubbish Bins. There had been complaints about the litter bin by the bus shelter overflowing and 
separately about the bin by the car park. The Chairman would pursue this. 
Pedestrian Crossing. There had been complaints about the safety of the crossing on Sonning Buzz. 
Litter Pickers. The School were carrying out a litter pick with the children and the Chairman had 
been happy to assist by allowing SPC’s litter pickers to be used. 

 
 11086: PLANNING. 
 

a) List. The Chairman said that revised plans for the Golf Club had been submitted (223458). 
There was very little change except the numbers of dwelling had been reduced from 54 to 50. 
A revised bat survey was still required and a recent appeal for 200 dwellings on agricultural  



11086: PLANNING (Cont’d). 
 

b) land in Hust had been dismissed due to the importance of the land. There was no news on the 
appeal against the Care Home in Pound Lane.  
The following applications had been approved: Easting/Northing Only Supplied, Pavement 
O/S Meade Park, Sonning Lane, Sonning (230352):  49 West Drive (230556):  87 Pound Lane 
(230863):  Little Tudor Duffield Road (230987):   
The following were ongoing: Glebe Lodge, Thames Street (230748).   
New Applications. The following new applications had been received. Corndon, Holme Park 
Farm Road (231200).  Householder application for the first-floor extension with 6no. dormers to 
create habitable accommodation, part garage conversion,  single storey front extension and 2no. 
single storey rear extensions  following demolition of the existing conservatory: 25 Old Bath 
Road (231392). Full application for the proposed change of use of private swimming pool for 
the provision of private swimming lessons (retrospective).  
 

11087:  PLANNING APPLICATION (231392) 
 

Mr John said that this was for a change of use. The swimming pool and building had been installed 
some years before and had been used from time to time to provide swimming lessons for one or 
two children. The application was to formalise this arrangement to allow provision of after school 
swimming lessons during term tome for up to three children. Following discussion it was agreed 
that swimming lessons for children was an important activity and to support the application. 

 
11088:  BOROUGH COUNCILLORS QUESTION TIME. 
 

In the absence of Cllr Firmager there were no questions. 
 
 

11089: PARISHIONERS QUESTIONS.   
 

There were no questions. 
 
11090: FINANCE. 
 

a) Finance Report. This had been circulated and was noted. 
 

b) Payment of Accounts. Mr Morrison proposed paying the July (June) payments, Mr John 
seconded, and this was unanimously approved. 
 
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS JULY 2023 (01APRIL 23 to 31 MARCH ‘24) 
 

PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS JULY 2023 (01APRIL 23 to 31 MARCH ‘24)  
15/06/23 984 PEST UK Rats on Wharf 792.00 132.00 660.00 ENVIRON Wharf Rats 
15/06/23 985 CAS Insurance 1828.00     0.00 1828.00 ADMIN Insurance 
15/06/ 23 986 Sonning Land Mow Play 68.00 0.00     68.00 REC. Subscriptions 
15/06/23 986 Sonning Land Mow Wharf 60.00 0.00 60.00 SPORTS Wharf Mowing 
15/06/23 986 Sonning Land Pound L Hedge 80.00 0.00 80.00 REC Hedge cut 
29/06/23 987 Sonning & Eye 

Soc. 
Coronation 
News 

225.00 0.00 225.00 REC. Ann Play Inspect 

29/06/23 988 Henley land Main Mow x 6 1400.00 0.00 1400.00 REC. Main Mow 
  TOTAL  3053.00 132.00 2921.00   
 
11091: HIGHWAYS 

 
a) Report. There was no update. 

 



11091: HIGHWAYS (Cont’d) 
 

b) Speed Indicators (SID). The Chairman said that thanks were due to Mr Runnalls for his 
assistance. The mobile SID had been moved to Thames Street opposite School Cottage, the 
maximum speed recorded was 50 mph in the 20 mph zone. There were a number of vehicles 
driving at 45 mph. The average speed was 40 to 45 mph. The Chairman thought that there 
might be a problem with the battery and was keeping a check on this. The maximum speed in 
Pound Lane was 55 mph at 10.00 am on a Thursday morning. 

c) Speed Watch. The Chairman said that it was proving difficult to arrange for the 3 volunteers 
required for a watch but he hoped to be able to do a watch at the end of the week. 

d) Sonning Lane Gateway. No update but the Chairman would chase this up. 
 

 
11092: RECREATION AND ENVIRONMENT W.G 
 

a) Safety Checks. These were being carried out regularly by Tivoli and ROSPA had recently 
carried out the annual inspection and sent a Report. Mr John would said there were some bolts 
that  needed to be reduced and the red cap was missing form one piece of equipment. The 
Chairman would double check. 

b) Field Maintenance. Nothing to report. 
c) Pavilion Plans and Tender Documents.  The Chairman said that the plans had been submitted 

to building control. Mr John said that the questionnaire had been completed there was also the 
question of insurance, to be considered, there were 4 different types. 

d) Rubbish Bins. The inclement weather had mean that litter was not such a problem as in the 
summer of 2022. There was an issue with the bin outside the school bus stop and the one near 
the car park but volunteers had agreed to take care of this. 

e) Scouts Storage. The Chairman said that he would bring the plans to the September meeting. 
f) Accident in Children’s Playground. The Chairman said that he and Mr John had met the parent 

who now understood the situation better. It had been agreed that a sign, encouraging younger 
children to sit or lie down if using the large swing, should be put in place. The Chairman had 
asked the headteacher about previous accidents, but he didn’t have any records.  

g) SLTC Turning Circle, Fees, Septic Tank.  The Clerk had placed the order for the turning circle 
and SLTC were in touch with the builder about timing. They wanted to increase the annual 
fee as they were aware that the price to resurface the courts had increased. It was agreed that 
the Clerk would issue the Licence as usual and that SLTC were at liberty to increase their 
payment, while the SPC contribution would comply with the existing agreement. The SLTC 
bio toilet was several years old and had never been a success and SLTC would like to connect 
to main drainage. This would be very expensive due to the remoteness of the tennis courts 
from the main drains and the neighbour did not want them to connect to his drains due to the 
additional maintenance costs. 
. 

11093: TECHNICAL SERVICES 
 

a)  Safety Checks. The Chairman had taken on responsibility for carrying out the checks. The 
      landing storage might need some attention. 
 

110694: ALLOTMENT. 
 

There was nothing to report. 
 
 
 



11094:  POLICE AND SECURITY    
 

Mr Travers had reported a large mound of grass cuttings that had been tipped in the corner of the 
car park neat the steps up from Pound Lane. A watch would need to be kept on this. There had 
been a report of fly-tipping in Holme Park farm Road on Sonning Buzz. 
 

11095:  WEBSITE..           
 

No update. 
 

110896  ACTION LIST.  
 

This was reviewed and updated. 
 

11087  DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING. 
 

The next meeting would be held on Tuesday 12 September at 7.00 pm in the Pavilion.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Signed………………………………………. Dated……………………………………...  


