
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Sonning Parish Council held in the Pavilion, Pound Lane on  
                  Tuesday 16 May 2023 at 6.00 pm. 
 
PRESENT.  Mr T Fisher, (Chairman), Mr A Halliday, Mr C John, 1 Visitor. Mrs L A Bates (Clerk). 
                     
11049: APOLOGIES/WELCOME TO VISITORS. Mr A E Farnese (unwell), Mr P Morrison  
             (holiday). Cllr M Firmager. 
 

In the absence of Mr Farnese, Mr Halliday proposed that Mr Fisher should take the Chair, Mr 
John seconded and this was unanimously approved. Mr Fisher took the Chair and welcomed all 
those present. Best wishes were offered to Mr Farnese for his improved health. 

 
11050: APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN. 
  

Mr Halliday proposed Mr Fisher as Chairman, Mr John seconded. Mr Farnese had confirmed that 
he was stepping down as Chairman but would remain as a Councillor. There being no other 
nominations, Mr Fisher was elected unanimously.  
 

11051: DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE AND TO ABIDE BY THE CODE. 
 

All those present signed their Declarations and the Clerk witnessed these. Mr Morrison had 
previously signed his Declaration in the presence of the Clerk, and it was agreed that Mr Farnese 
could sign his in the presence of the Clerk on or before 31 May.   
 

11052:  CODE OF CONDUCT. 
 

These had been issued to all Councillors who should complete and return these to the Clerk by 6 
June, the Chairman had completed his and returned it to the Clerk. 

 
11053: DECLARATION OF INTEREST. 

 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 

11054:   MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING. & 2022 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
 

The minutes of the last meeting, having been previously circulated, were taken as read and 
approved and singed by the Chairman. 
The draft Minutes of the 2022 Annual Parish Meeting were noted and would be approved at the 
2023 Annual Parish Meeting. 
 

11055: CORRESPONDENCE. 
   
Ruscombe Neighbourhood Plan..  This had been revised and was lout for consultation online. 
Deadline Monday 25 June 
Tipping in Car Park.  SCC had reported that a large amount of grass cuttings had been dumped 
in the car park, reducing the space available. The Chairman would look into this. 
Report that Throw board was padlocked.  WBC had passed this complain onto the Clerk. The 
padlock was a safety precaution, the code would only be provided if the 999 was called and the 
Fire Service requested The instructions on the noticeboard clearly stated the procedure. The 
complaint had been anonymous. 
ROSPA Report.. This had now been received and some attention was required. 
Confirmation of TPO on Golf Club. WBC had confirmed that this had been confirmed.  
 



 11056: COUNCILLORS PORTFOLIOS 2023/24 
 
Councillors Portfolios were updated as follows’ 

 
 
PLANNING 
 
 
HIGHWAYS & LIGHTING 
 
 
FINANCE 

1. Treasurer 
2. Regular Financial Control (RFO) 
3. Budget & Precept. 

 
 
 
RFO 
 
TECHNICAL SERVICES W.G. (AMENITIES inc 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT & SPRING CLEAN) 
WHARF 
 
ALLOTMENTS & WHARF 
 
 
RECREATION & ENVIRONMENT INC. 
CHILDREN’S PLAYGROUND 
 
 
POLICE & SECURITY 
 
WEB SITE (Inc. Newsletter) 

Mr Farnese (Chair), Mr Fisher, Mr Morrison, Mr 
Halliday, Mr John. Clerk.  
 
Mr Halliday (Chair), Mr Fisher SID and Speed 
Watch, Clerk 
 
 
Mr Morrison.  
Clerk.  
Treasurer, Chairman, Clerk. Budget requests to be 
submitted by Councillors with spending 
responsibility. 
 
Clerk. 
 
Mr Farnese (Chair), Mr Fisher, Mr Halliday 
 
 
 
Mr Halliday (Chair) Clerk 
 
 
Mr Fisher (Chair) Mr John possibly once Pav & 
Website revamp completed. 
 
 
Mr Fisher 
 
Mr John, Mr Gilmore, Clerk. 

 
11057: PLANNING. 
 

a) List. The Chairman said that there had been no new decisions or refusals and added that he 
thought it was time to the pre-covid routine of visiting neighbours for their views on important 
application. This was unanimously agreed. 
The following were ongoing: Sonning House and Weavers Cottage (230238 & 230239): 
Reading Blue Coat School (230707): 49 West Drive (230556)::  Glebe Lodge, Thames Street 
(230748).   
Appeals: The Appeal against WBC’s decision to refuse the Care Home on site 5 had been 
heard at the Wokingham Town Hall on s2nd and 3rd May. The Chairman had attended to 
support WBC on both days the second concluding at lunchtime of the 3rd <ay. The Clerk had 
attended on the 3rd.The Planning Inspector had been very even handed and the appellants had 
made much of the fact that they were to use electric lorries to remove rubble from the site The 
Chairman had asked how much top soil from the site was to be deposited on the Golf Clun 
and it was stated that this was approximately 1000 metres, which seemed a substantial amount. 
 
 



11058:  PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR DECISION. 
  

Little Tudor. (230987)  The Chairman said that this was a retrospective application for removal of 
the existing mature hedge and trees and for the wooden fence that had replaced them. There was 
general agreement that the hedge was preferable but there were other examples of wooden fences 
in the area. Following discussion it was agreed to say that SPC were of the opinion that the original 
hedgerow was preferable and more in keeping with the verdant sylvian nature of this part of Pound 
Lane. Also that painting the fence green would perhaps improve the appearance. 
Sonning Golf Club – Revised Plans. The Chairman said that there had been a meeting with Senjuti 
some months ago where the importance of keeping the green buffer that the Golf Club provided was 
stressed. That the Golf Club putting in plans for 54 dwellings before the Local Plan had been 
adopted and before any of the criteria that SPC had set in order to support the development of site 
8 had been met. The revised access proposals did not seem to offer any improvements. There was 
no support for developing site 13, which had come from nowhere and had been visualised as green 
space. The proposal was for outline permission and would include affordable housing and it was 
noted that there was strong opposition to the plans from Golf Club members. Senjuti had recently 
asked for a further ecology information. Mr Driver was too busy to undertake this but had stressed 
the importance of the presence of the rare bat, Senjuti had accepted that this was the responsibility 
of the Golf Club and had asked them to carry out the survey. The TPO on the trees was a bonus and 
thanks were due to the resident who had highlighted the problem in the first place. The Travel Plan 
made statements to the effect that the bus service was good, this was similar to the one that Hurst 
had lambasted and was turned down in their recent appeal. The proposed routes to schools etc were 
questionable and the route to Maidenhead implied that this was a good option. Following discussion, 
it was agreed to say that SPC appreciated the reduction in numbers, but previous objections still 
stood and mention the above concerns.  

 
11059: BOROUGH COUNCILLORS QUESTION TIME. 
 

In the absence of Cllr Firmager there were no questions. 
 

11060: PARISHIONERS QUESTIONS.   
 

Mr Runnalls said that WBC’s ‘road improvements’ in Pound Lane were questionable and 
wondered if WBC were aware of time wasting. The contractors had removed the white lines and 
then returned to remove the surface. The Chairman said that water was still flowing from the Tile 
House drive and the red surface had yet to be installed. 

 
11061: FINANCE. 
 

a) Finance Report. This had been circulated. Mt Halliday questioned the budget for the allotment 
hedge and the Clerk would check if this was correct and what it included. 

 
b) Payment of Accounts. Mr Halliday proposed paying the May payments, the Chairman seconded, 

and this was unanimously approved. 
 

PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS MAY 2023 (01APRIL 23 to 31 MARCH ‘24)  
 
Date Chq. Name Service 

Item 
Gross VAT Net Committee Sub-

committee 
31/03/23 978 L A Bates Honorarium 2645.18 0.00   2645.18 CLERK Honorarium 
31/03/23 978  L A Bates Telephone 40.00  0.00 40.00 ADMIN Tel/Post 
18/04/23 979 Hortons New Doors 538.15 89.69 448.46 SPORTS SLTC Pav. 
18/04/23 980 Mr M Hart Medals 823.05    0.00 823.05 ADMIN Coronation 
    4046.38 89.69    3956.69   



 
11061: FINANCE (Cont’d). 

 
c) Income and Expenditure Account. These had been previously circulated and the Chairman 

thanked Mr Morrison. The Chairman proposed accepting them, Mr Halliday seconded, and these 
were unanimously approved. 

 
11062: HIGHWAYS 

 
a) Speed Indicators (SID). The Chairman said that thanks were due to Mr Runnalls for his 

assistance and that there was little to report. The mobile SID had been mover to Thames Street 
opposite School Cottage, the maximum speed recorded was 55 mph at 11.00pm on Friday 12 
May. The average speed was 40 to 45 mph and the volume of vehicles was similar to that in 
Charvil Lane. The static SID in Pound lane showed that the maximum speed had been 60 mph 
at 3.00pm on Sunday 7 May. The average speed was 45 to 50 mph. 

b) Speed Watch. The Chairman said that there had been very little activity. 
c) Sonning Lane Gateway. No update but the work was being undertaken by another WBC 

department. 
d) Thames Street Wall Repairs.  The Chairman said that there was no update. 

 
11063: RECREATION AND ENVIRONMENT W.G 
 

a) Safety Checks. These were being carried out regularly by Tivoli.  The ROSPA Report had 
been received and the Chairman, Mr Halliday and Mr John would meet in the Playground to 
discuss some minor repairs.  

b) Field Maintenance. Henley Landscapes were no just mowing the outfield on a monthly basis. 
The Clerk would chase Tivoli about moving the bins next to the tennis courts. 

c) Pavilion Plans and Tender Documents.  The Chairman said that a meeting with SCC had been 
arranged for 22 May. Unfortunately Mr Anderson was no longer available but he would go 
through the list and send his comments. 

d) SLTC Pavilion Doors. These were on order. 
e) SLTC Turning Circle. The Club had submitted a quotation for £4400 to install the driveway 

and a turning circle. Following discussion it was agreed that SLTC should make a donation of 
60% of the price and that SPC would pay 40%. 

f)  Scouts Storage. The Chairman said that this was ongoing and there would be a meeting on  
     22 May. 

  
11064: TECHNICAL SERVICES 
 

a)  Safety Checks. The Chairman would take on responsibility for carrying out the checks.  
b)  Regatta. It had been agreed that the Wharf could be used on 3 June providing that photographic 
     evidence to show the before and after condition should be taken and a short agreement drawn  
     up with the Regatta Committee and SPC. There would be dragon boat racing, small boats for  
     children and paddleboard racing. 
 

11065:  ALLOTMENT. 
 

Mr Halliday said that the fence on the eastern boundary had been replaced and it appeared that 
the residents and WBC had worked together. Mr Halliday and the Chairman would check to see 
if the water had been put back on. 
 
 



11066:   CORONATION of KING CHARLES III. 
 

This had been a very successful weekend. The Society had arranged a dinner on the evening of 
the Coronation where Mr Morrison had offered thanks to Mr Hart and his team for putting the 
arrangements in place. There had been a picnic in the Hall, the Club and Club gardens on Sunday 
7 May. The children from Sonning School had sung in the Hall and carried out maypole dancing 
in the garden. This had been followed by Barn Dancing in the Hall. On the Monday the Hall was 
open for volunteering, where SPC had been promoted by the Chairman, Mr Morrison, Mr 
Halliday and Mr John who spoke to visitors and the children’s medals had been handed out. 
 

11067:  POLICE & SECURITY.           
 

The Chairman had asked for a report, but this hadn’t been received. However, a report of a serious 
accident involving a vehicle and pedestrians outside the French Horn had been received. 

 
11068:  DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING. 
 

The next meeting would be held on Tuesday 13 June at 7.00 pm in the Pavilion.  
 
 
 
 
   Signed………………………………………. Dated……………………………………...  


