
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Sonning Parish Council held in the Pearson Hall, Pearson Road, on  
                  Tuesday 18 April 2023 at 7.00 pm. 
 
PRESENT.  Mr T Fisher, (Chairman), Mr A Halliday, Mr C John, Mr P Morrison. 1 Visitor. 
                     Mrs L A Bates (Clerk). 
                     
11034: APOLOGIES/WELCOME TO VISITORS. Mr A E Farnese (unwell), Cllr M Firmager (election). 
 

The Chairman welcomed all those present, and best wishes were offered for Mr Farnese. 
  
11035:  DECLARATION OF INTEREST. 

 
There were no declarations of interest.  

 
11036:   MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING. 
 

The minutes, having been previously circulated, were taken as read and approved. 
 

11037: CORRESPONDENCE. 
   
Vote of Thanks to Mr Hart.  It had been suggested that a Vote of Thanks should be proposed at 
the Coronation Dinner in the Hall on Saturday 6 May, in recognition of all the hard work that had 
gone into the very varied programme of events, that Mr Hart and the Society had organised for 
the Coronation weekend. Mr Morrison would be attending the Dinner and agreed to propose a 
Vote of Thanks. 
Submission of the Annual Accounts to external Auditors – 3 July 2023.  The deadline was such 
that the accounts would need to be approved at the June meeting. 
Thames Litter Pick. The Loddon Round Table annual riverbank Litter Pick had been agreed as 
Saturday 3 June 2023. Mr Fisher would open the gate at 8.00am. 
SCC Complaint. The Chairman said that Henley Landscapes had mown the whole field instead 
of just the top end and this had caused some problems. The Clerk would ask Mr Beckinsale to 
just mow the outside of the cricket area during the season. 
W.I. Tree. The Chairman said that Mr Beckinsale had not actioned the supply and planting of the 
W.I. tree had had said it would now have to wait until September. Having spoken to Mr Collier 
the W.I. were pleased that he had obtained a tree and planted in the agreed position. 
 

 11038: PLANNING. 
 

The date of the next planning meeting was discussed, and the 26 April agreed, Mr Morrison 
would check the date. 
a) List. The Chairman said that there had been no new decisions. 

The following new applications had been received. Sonning House and Weavers Cottage 
(230238 & 230239). Householder application for the proposed erection of a single storey  rear 
extension and a first floor rear extension, addition of 3 no.    dormer windows, a balcony and 
external staircase, a pitched roof over the existing garage, changes to fenestration and 
modifications to roof plus new front railings and gate and associated landscaping to facilitate 
conversion of Sonning House and Weavers Cottage into one   single dwelling, following 
removal of the existing single storey side lobby, rear bay window and front: Reading Blue 
Coat School (230707). Full application for the erection of an external fire escape to the North 
West elevation of the building, following the existing fire escapes demolition: 49 West Drive 
(230556). Full application for the proposed erection of 1 no. five bedroom dwelling following 
demolition of the existing dwelling: Glebe Lodge, Thames Street (230748).  Householder  
 



11038: PLANNING (Cont’d). 
 
application for the proposed installation of a swimming pool, erection of a wall and associated 
landscaping works.  
Appeals: The Appeal against WBC’s decision to refuse the Care Home on site 5 was to be 
heard at the Wokingham Town Hall on second and third of May. 

b) Neighbourhood Plan. The Chairman said that there was a lot of work to be completed following 
the meeting with James McCabe and he had suggested that an Environmental Impact Assessment 
be carried out. Mr Hart, Mr Gilmore, and Mr Borshell were looking into the Locality Assessment. 

c) RAMS etc. The Club were at the top of their league and expected to go up, this would require 
better facilities than were available in Sonning. Currently there was insufficient onsite parking. 
They had looked at a site opposite the Bridge Farm development, if this went ahead the increase 
in additional traffic in the area would cause chaos. 
 

11039:  PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR DECISION. 
  

Reading Blue Coat School (230707).  The Chairman said that this was for a replacement fire escape 
to the right-hand side of the main building, it wasn’t listed but was historically important. Mr 
Farnese was against the proposal as being too big and too bulky. The Society had objected as it was 
not in keeping with the historic building. Mr Halliday said that there were new building regulations 
for fire escapes. It was agreed that no one liked the proposal and it was unfortunate that it was so 
bulky, it was agreed to object and to say that it was unfortunate that it had already been erected. 
49 West Drive (230556). This was to demolish the existing building and replace with a 5-bedroom 
house. The siting was an issue due to the proximity to the neighbouring dwelling, less than a metre 
in places. The Society and the neighbours had objected strongly. Following discussion, it was agreed 
to object as being too big, too cramped, bulk and mass 

 
11040: BOROUGH COUNCILLORS QUESTION TIME. 
 

In the absence of Cllr Firmager there were no questions. 
 

11041: PARISHIONERS QUESTIONS.   
 

There were no questions. 
 
11042: FINANCE. 
 

a) Finance Report and Draft 2023/24 Budget. This included the end of year figures; it had been 
circulated and was noted. 

 
b) Payment of Accounts. Mr Morrison proposed paying the April payments, the Chairman 

seconded, and this was unanimously approved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
11042: FINANCE (Cotn’t). 
 

PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS APRIL 2023 (01March to 31 March ‘23)  
 

Date Chq. Name Service Item Gross VAT Net Committee Sub-committee 
28/03/23 954 TIVOLI Feb Play Inspection 24.00 4.00       20.00 REC Play Inspection 
28/03/23 954  TIVOLI Dog Bins 190.02  31.67 158.35 ENVIRON Tennis Investment 
31/03/23 055 Community Heart T 2 Defib, battery 489.60 81.60 408.00 ADMIN A/C Subs 
31/03/23 961 TIVOLI March Play Inspection 24.00 4.00 20.00 REC Play inspection 
31/03/23 961 TIVOLI Dog Bins 190.02 31.67 158.35 ENVIRON Dog Bin Empty 
31/03/23 962 Henley Land Main mowing 280.00 0.00 280.00 REC Main mowing 
31/03/23 963 Sonning Land Play Mow  34.00 0.00 34.00 REC Mow Playground 
31/03/23 963 Sonning Land Mow Wharf 30.00 0.00 30.00 ENVIRON Mow Wharf 
31/03/23 964 Sonning Litter x 4 Litter Collect 699.68 0.00 699.68 HIGHWAY Litter collection 
31/03/23 965 Berkshire Vision Donation 50.00  0.00 50.00 DONATION Donation 
31/03/23 966 Age Concern Donation 205.00 0.00 205.00 DONATION Donation 
31/03/23 967 Air Ambulance Donation 200.00 0.00 200.00 DONATION Donation 
31/03/23 968 Sonning PCC Donation 205.00 0.00 205.00 DONATION Donation 
31/03/23 969 ReadiBus Donation 150.00 0.00 150.00 DONATION Donation 
31/03/23 970 Sue Ryder  Donation 100.00 0.00 100.00 DONATION Donation 
31/03/23 671 CAB Wokingham Donation 50.00 0.00 50.00 DONATION Donation 
31/03/23 672 Twyford Volunteers Donation 50.00 0.00 50.00 DONATION Donation 
31/0233 673 Keep Mobile Donation 50.00 0.00 50.00 DONATION Donation 
31/03/23 674 Relate Donation 50.00 0.00 50.00 DONATION Donation 
31/03/23 675 Me 2 Club Donation 50.00 0.00 50.00 DONATION Donation 
31/03/23 676 HMRC Tax 816.60 0.00 816.60 CLERK TAX 
31/03/23 677 HMRC NIC 447.24 0.00 447.24 CLERK NIC 
    4385.16 152.94 4232.22   

 
11043: HIGHWAYS 

 
a) Speed Indicators (SID). The Chairman said that thanks were due to Mr Runnalls. The mobile 

SID had been in place near the farm in Charvil Lane since September and a new location was 
considered. Unfortunately, the High Street was unsuitable, and the SID was now opposite the 
entrance to Mr Gilmore’s lane in Thames Street. It was hoped that this might slow vehicles. 
While in Charvil Lane the reports showed that there had been two vehicles driving at 70 mph. 
One had been seen at 18.25 on Wednesday 26 April the other on 4 May. 

b) Speed Watch. The Chairman said that this was going well, but new volunteers were still 
required 120 vehicles had been caught speeding during the last Watch, the exercise was not 
without risk, a driver of a pick-up truck had been very abusive. It had been reported but the 
team were not allowed to film these incidences. Mr Runnalls said that they had enough 
evidence to send to WBC and the police. First offenders would not receive a letter after the 
first offence but one would be sent after the second. Woodley had their own Speed Watch 
now. The Chairman was looking  into the possibility of permanent signs. 

c) Sonning Lane Gateway. No update.. 
d) Idling Vehicles in the High Street. The Chairman said that a resident was now in touch with 

WBC Highways about this. 
e) Thames Street Wall Repairs.  The Chairman said that there was no update. 

 
11044: RECREATION AND ENVIRONMENT W.G 
 

a) Safety Checks. These were being carried out regularly by Tivoli.   
 
 



11044: RECREATION AND ENVIRONMENT W.G (Cont’d) 
 

b) Playground and Other Repairs. The Chairman said that one or two small repairs could be 
carried out ‘in house’. The surfaces still needed to be dealt with. 

c)  Pavilion Plans and Tender Documents.  The Chairman said that a draft document had been  
     completed and sent to SCC, Mr John said that some additional input was needed from SCC. 
d)  Meeting with SLTC. Unfortunately no details of the turning circle had been received but a 

                  request for replacement doors had been received, SCC would make a donation towards this. 
e)   Dog Fouling. No suitable notice had been found and if this didn’t change SPC would produce 

                   their own. 
f)  Scouts Storage. The Chairman said that the Beech Lodge Committees had considered the 

proposals for storing the Gas Cylinders to the left hand side of Beech Lodge, this would require 
a small covering to be erected. Berkshire Fire and Rescue had considered this and had no 
problems. The Chairman agreed to ask to see revised plans to illustrate the proposal. The 
Beech Lodge Committee had also asked about a chain link fence. 

  
11045: TECHNICAL SERVICES 
 

a)  Safety Checks. These had been carried out.  
b)  Development on Wharf. This was ongoing but it was likely that they needed permission from  
      the Great House. 
c)   Election 4 May. Following submission of applications from existing Councillors it had been  
      found that only 5 people had applied and so they were declared elected unopposed. All five  
      existing Councillors were now elected and would take up their places on 9 May. 
 

11046:  ALLOTMENT. 
 

Mr Halliday said that the fence on the eastern boundary was being replaced and it appeared that 
the residents were undertaking this rather than WBC. Mr Halliday would check to see if the water 
had been put back on. 
 

11047:   CORONATION 
 
SPC would have a table in the Pearson Hall on Monday 8 may, along with other organisations 
seeking volunteers. The Clerk would take the children’s Coronation medals along for collection. 
 

11048:  POLICE & SECURITY.           
 

The Chairman said that no report had been received. However there were two traffic accidents 
that had occurred, one in Pearson Road where a vehicle had overturned and a second car had 
overturned in Sonning Lane. 

 
11049:  DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING. 
 

The next meeting would be held on Tuesday 16 May at 6.00 pm in the Pavilion. This would be 
the Annual Meeting of Sonning Parish Council, where a Chairman would be elected and 
responsibilities allocated, followed by the Annual Parish (open) Meeting 

 
 
 
 
   Signed………………………………………. Dated……………………………………...  


