
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Sonning Parish Council held in the |Pavilion, Pound Lane, on  
                   Tuesday 17 January 2023 at 7.00 pm. 
 
PRESENT.  Mr A E Farnese (Chairman), Mr T Fisher, Mr P Morrison, Cllr M Firmager (WBC). 
                     Mrs L A Bates (Clerk). 
                     
10997: APOLOGIES/WELCOME TO VISITORS. Mr A Halliday (family emergency),  

The Chairman welcomed all those present. 
  
10998:  DECLARATION OF INTEREST. 

 
There were no declarations of interest.  

 
10999:   MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING. 
 

The minutes, having been previously circulated, were taken as read and approved. 
 

11000: CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLOR 
 
Mr John said that he now had clearance from his comp[any and, having attended Council 
meetings over serval months, was keen to become a Councillor. Mr John, his wife and family had 
lived in Sonning for approximately 10 years and he wished to make a contribution to the 
community. Having qualified in several areas, including consultancy and the NHS he had used 
many I.T. systems including  government departments over the past 7 or 8 years. Of particular 
interest would be working on aspects of technology within the council and safety in the 
community. Following discussion, the Chairman proposed co-opting Mr John, Mr Fisher 
seconded, and this was unanimously approved. The Chairman said that he would like to welcome 
Mr John as a member of Sonning Parish Council. Mr John would complete the Councillors 
Declaration of Interests and bring it to the next meeting. 

 
11001:   CORRESPONDENCE. 

   
Ken Trimmings. The Clerk said that the funeral of Mr Trimmings, a long-time resident of 
Sonning, would take place at 10.30 am on 9 February. Mr Trimmings had taken on the 
responsibility for Litter Picking after he retired, taking it on after Mr Wright, of the Old Dairy, 
had died.  
Wokingham Litter Pick.  This would take place over the weekend of 26 – 27 March. It was agreed 
that Sonning would do the Litter Pick on Saturday 26 March from 10.00am to 1.00pm. 
Wokingham would collect the full sacks on Monday 28 March. The Chairman would make 
arrangement and complete and return the form to WBC. 
WBC Call for Traveller Sites. This request had gone out asking for suggestions for suitable sites 
by 17 February. 
Char.gy.com. This company was suggesting that SPC have charging points installed on 
lampposts, or similar at no cost. The company would make their own charges to users and give a 
share to SPC. The Clerk would check this out. 
WBC Fly-tipping. WBC had published information to the effect that anyone employing someone 
to take their rubbish away was responsible for that rubbish was dumped and would be charged 
with fly-tipping. 
Wokingham Town Council – Lunar new Year.  The Town Council would be organising a 
celebration of the Chinese New Year on 29 January in the Town centre for 11.00am to 3.00 pm. 
There would be stalls selling food and crafts along with a Dog Dance at 12.noon 
Travellers in Woodley. The travellers reported before Christmas in Woodley had finally been 
moved on.mr Fisher said that he had been alerted to work on a tree at 2 Pound Lane and had 
spoken to the contractor who was well know locally and had submitted a notice to WBC.  



11001:   CORRESPONDENCE(Cont’d) 
 

Sonning Quarry. Tarmac had written to say that they were beginning the process to extend the 
working at the quarry and had submitted the initial information to Oxford CC.  
Reports Received by Mr Fisher. Mr Fisher had been alerted to work on a tree in Pound Lane. 
Having investigated Mr Fisher found that a well know Arboriculturist was carrying out the work 
and had submitted an application to WBC. A resident in Pearson Road had alerted Mr Fisher 
about a vehicle driving into their parked car, again this had been resolved. Another resident in the 
High Street was concerned about a black sack but this was part of the rubbish collection. 
 

 11002: PLANNING. 
 
a) List. The Chairman said that, 2 Deanery Cottage (222780), 31 West Drive (222704), Thatched 

Cottage (222390) and 31 West Drive (222704), had been approved.  49 West Drive (222932) 
had been refused. 
The following applications were ongoing). Land South of Old Bath Road (220663): Little 
Court Charvil Lane (221703):  Corndon Holme Park Farm Lane (223094):  12a South Drive 
(223523):  Little Court (221703 & 221704 LB): South Drive (223523):    18 Pound Lane 
(223418): Sonning Golf Club (223458).  Tosca Mustard Lane (223185).: Link Side Duffield 
Road (223446).  1 Model Farm Cottage (223467). 
Appeals: the application for a Care home 101 and 101a Pound Lane had been submitted to the 
Inspectorate. Cllr Firmager said that the appeal was to be held at the WBC offices on 28 
February. 

b) The following new applications had been received:  There were no new applications. 
c) Neighbourhood Plan. There was no update. 

 
11003:  PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR DECISION. 

  
Berkshire Sports (223824). Mr Fisher said that this application was to install a 3G artificial grass 
court with fencing and floodlights plus other incidental items. Following discussion, it was agreed 
that the continuation of sport on the ground was to be encouraged and to support the application. 
Reading Blue Coat School (230068). This was to fell three trees which were causing concern. 
Following discussion it was agreed that SPC could find no reason to object but would ask that the 
trees were replace..  

 
11004: BOROUGH COUNCILLORS QUESTION TIME. 
 

Mr Fisher had been asked by a resident about the campaign to improve the junction of Sonning Lane 
with the A4. Cllr Firmager said that he was proposing that there should be no right turn from Sonning 
Lane onto the A4 and no right turn from Warren Road onto the A4. There was some discussion about 
this as it would send the traffic from Reading Blue Coat through the village, including some coaches. 
Cllr Firmager took the point but said that there was a need to improve the junction following the 
recent accident of a young RBCS pupil and several other accidents in the vicinity. Martin Heath was 
looking into the problem. Mr Fisher said that options had been discussed in the past but the number 
of utilities running underneath the grassed area that might have offered a solution. Cllr Firmager said 
that he had been advised that the appeal against the care home on 101 and 101a Pound Lane was to 
be held a WBC offices on 28 February and two days had been allowed. 
 

11005: PARISHIONERS QUESTIONS.   
 

In the absence of any parishioners there were no questions. 
 
 



11006: FINANCE. 
 

a) Finance Report and Draft 2023/24 Budget.  
This had been circulated. Mr Morrison said that the 2022/23 figures were shown together with 
the proposed budget for 2023/24. As discussed at the last meeting he was proposing and overall 
increase of 8%, with a 10% increase in the Clerk’s honorarium, and an allowance for the 2023 
elections. Mr Morrison was also proposing a Precept of £42200. Following discussion, the 
Chairman proposed accepting the proposals, Mr Morrison seconded and this was unanimously 
approved. There followed a discussion about the allotment rent, which hadn’t been increased 
for a number of years and was £15, annually, for a full allotment, Mr Halliday proposed an 
increase of 10% Mr Morrison seconded and this was unanimously approved. 
 

b) Payment of Accounts. Mr Morrison proposed paying the December payments, the Chairman 
seconded, and this was unanimously approved. 

 
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS JANUARY 2023 (01 DEC to 31 DEC ‘22)  

 
Date Chq Name Service Item Gross VAT Net Committee Sub-committee 
29/12/22 940 PHMC N Plan Hall Hire  83.00 0.00       83.00 ADMIN Neighbourhood 

Plan 
29/12/22 941  TIVOLI (Nov) Dog Bin Empty 190.02   31.67 158.35 ENVIRON Dog Bins 
29/12/22 941 TIVOLI Play Inspect 24.00 4.00 20.00 REC Play Inspection 
29/12/22 942 EnvironAgency Wharf Licence 61.20 0.00 61.20 ENVIRON Environment 
29/12/22 943 Sonning Land Mow Playground 34.00 0.00 34.00 REC Mow Play 
29/12/22 943 Sonning Land Cut AlloT hedge 170.00 0.00 170.00 ENVIRON Wharf hedge 
29/12/22 943 Sonning Land Mow Wharf 30.00 0.00 30.00 ENVIRON Mow Wharf 
29/12/22 944 Henley Land Main Mow x2 560.00 0.00 560.00 REC Main Mowing 
   TOTAL 1152.22       35.67   1116.55   
 
11007: HIGHWAYS 

 
a) Speed Indicators (SID). Mr Fisher said that thanks were due to Mr Runnalls. The mobile SID 

was located by the farm entrance in Charvil Lane and the maximum speed recorded was 65 
mph on 8 January at 0.55. Most vehicles were speeding, about 85%, and the average speed 
was 55mph. In Pound Lane the maximum speed recorded was 60 mph on the 22 December at 
2.59 pm. The average speed was 45 mph. Mr Fisher said that speed in Pound Lane was not as 
high as in Charvil Lane. Overall, the numbers of vehicles was down.  

b) Speed Watch. Mr Fisher said that the number of volunteers was now up to 7. The last watch 
had been in Charvil Lane, 141 speeding vehicles, had been recorded in two hours. 

c) Sonning Lane Gateway. This was ongoing. 
 

11008:  RECREATION AND ENVIRONMENT W.G 
 

a) Safety Checks. These were being carried out regularly by Tivoli.   
b) Playground and Other Repairs. The Clerk would chase up the quote to repair the safety 

surfaces. There could be no decision about Tivoli’s quote to empty the two bins on KGV Field 
until it was clear if this would clash with existing arrangements. The Clark would follow this 
up. 

e)   Mowing. It was agreed that it would be necessary to understand SCC’s mowing plans for 
      2023, before deciding SPC’s mowing schedule. Mr Fisher would check this out.  
f)  Pavilion Plans and Tender Documents.  The Clerk was puzzling over the requirement to include 

CPV Codes, and which ones to include. Mr John had experience of governments documents, including  
CPV Codes and offered to assist the Clerk. 
 
 



11008:  RECREATION AND ENVIRONMENT W.G (Cont’d) 
 

             g)  SLTC Requests. Mr Banks had provided a sketch showing the proposed turning circle and 
                  path. It was agreed that this was acceptable, but quotes would be required in order to give firm  
                  agreement. 
  
11009: TECHNICAL SERVICES 
 

 a)  Safety Checks. These had been carried out. 
b)  Development on Wharf. Mr Fisher and Mr Halliday had met Sonning Boats onsite. Having 
     discussed the various issues Mr Halliday had drawn up a list of suggestions for Councillors to 
     consider: 

Completely remove gravel currently on site. 
Remove picket fence back to edge of decking. 
Remove gate across to widest part of decking. 
Leave picket fence in line with gate (downriver side of plot)  
Depending on costs SPC could assist with turfing over bramble patch and stump grinding the 
willow stump. 
Following discussion it was agreed that the Clerk could write confirming the above and would 
also remind them that once conditions improved the boat currently moored on the Wharf 
should be removed. 

 
11010:  ALLOTMENTS.           
 

There was no further update. 
 
11011:  KING’S CORONATION:  
 

This was ongoing. 
 

11012: WEB SITE. 
 

This was ongoing. 
 

11013: POLICE & SECURITY. 
 
 There was no update. 
 

11014:  DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING. 
 

The next meeting would be held on Tuesday 14 February (subsequently changed to Monday 13 
February) 7.00 pm in the Pearson Hall. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   Signed………………………………………. Dated……………………………………...  
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