
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Sonning Parish Council held in the |Pavilion, Pound Lane, on  
                   Monday 19 December 2022 at 7.00 pm. 
 
PRESENT.  Mr A E Farnese (Chairman), Mr T Fisher, Mr P Morrison. Cllr M Firmager (WBC), 3 visitors 
                     Mrs L A Bates (Clerk). Drinks and nibbles were served from 6.45pm. 
                     
10978: APOLOGIES/WELCOME TO VISITORS. Mr A Halliday (family emergency). The Chairman 
             welcomed all those present. 
  
10979:  DECLARATION OF INTEREST. 

 
There were no declarations of interest.  

 
10980:   MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING. 
 

The minutes, having been previously circulated, were taken as read and approved. 
 

10981: POTENTIAL COUNCILLOR 
 
Mr John confirmed his interest but was waiting for clarification. 

 
10982:   CORRESPONDENCE. 

   
Link Scheme Christmas Lunch. The Link Scheme were offering Christmas Lunch to anyone who 
found themselves alone on Christmas Day, this would be served in a communal location or at the 
residents home. This information was on the SPC’s website. 
Mrs Fielder.  Jan Fielder had thanked everyone for their best wishes. Mr Fisher, who was a close 
neighbour, had asked her to keep in touch. 
WBC Warm Spaces Scheme. Request had been sent asking council’s, village halls etc. to offer 
any warm accommodation to those needing day time shelter over the winter months, preferably 
on a regular basis, and provision of drink. The Clerk would ask the Hall if they had any ideas. 
Travellers in Area. Some activity had been reported in the area. 
Reading BC Consultation. Reading were consulting about their policy on residential conversions.  
New Traffic Enforcement Powers. WBC were consulting on proposals that would allow them to 
take over enforcement on traffic offences such as driving through a ‘No Entry’ sign, turning left 
or right when instructed not to do so and driving where and when motor vehicles are prohibited. 
The consultation would run from 21 November to 2 January via their Engage platform. 
 

 10983: PLANNING. 
 
a) List. The Chairman said that) The Acre, Thames Street (221387): 2 Deanery Cottage 

(222780), and 31 West Drive (222704), had been approved. Red House (221457) and 49 West 
Drive (222932) had been refused. 
The following applications were ongoing). Land South of Old Bath Road (220663): Little 
Court Charvil Lane (221703):  Corndon Holme Park Farm Lane (223094):  Thatched Cottage 
(222390) and (222390: 12a South Drive (223523):  Corndon Holme Park Farm Lane 
(223094):  Little Court (221703 & 221704 LB).   
Appeals: the application for a Care home 101 and 101a Pound lane had been submitted to the 
Inspectorate but hadn’t been given an iLAP reference number. 
 
 
 

10983: PLANNING (Cont’d). 
 



b) The following new applications had been received:  South Drive (223523).  Householder 
application for the proposed erection of an outbuilding to the rear of the garden: 18 Pound Lane 
(223418). Householder application for ground floor front extension to form a porch, ground floor 
rear extension, first floor 2 story side extension, erection of no.1 chimney, erection of no. 3 front 
facing dormers and no. 3 rear facing dormers on the main roof, changes to fenestration following 
the demolition of conservatory: Sonning Golf Club (223458).  Outline planning permission for 
the proposed erection of up to 54 no. dwellings with public open space and revised access off 
Duffield Road plus associated improvements to Sonning Golf Club including reconfigured and 
extended golf club car parking areas and relocation  of the 18th green, addition of an extended 
practice putting green, new driving nets, new short game chipping area and conversion of the 
west wing of the existing clubhouse to accommodate a new golf simulator    practice facility, 
including removal of external staircase and changes to fenestration. (All matters reserved except 
for access.) 03/01/22): Tosca Mustard Lane (223185). Householder application for the proposed 
erection of a single storey front extension to form an enlarged porch: Link Side Duffield Road 
(223446).  Householder application for the proposed erection of fence following demolition of 
existing fencing (Retrospective): 1 Model Farm Cottage (223467). Householder application for 
the proposed two storey rear extension and changes to fenestration.  

c) Neighbourhood Plan. There was no update. 
d) 57 Flats Old Bath Road. Mr |Fisher had attended the WBC Planning meeting and spoken against the 

proposal. Mr Fisher had explained about the advertisement offering the site, with planning permission 
and showing that the proposal was very viable and that there was a potential to make a profit of £9 to 14 
million. The officers said that this hadn’t been examined and couldn’t be used. The members had 
previously withdrawn from the meeting to hear the applicant’s reasons for declaring that the proposal was 
unviable and unprofitable and therefore they could not pay the contribution towards affordable homes. 
They were offering £100,000 from their own pockets as a contribution. The committee members were far 
from happy with the situation and the decision was to ask the officers to go back to discuss with the 
applicant and to bring a more acceptable proposal to a future meeting. 

e) Advertisement on Hoarding in Pound Lane. The Clerk had asked Marcia Head about the 
advertisement/sign that had been placed on the hoarding around the site for 13 dwellings in 
Pound Lane, previously owned by the Golf Club. Ms Head had said that the size of the lettering 
was acceptable but had asked Martin Heath to find out if permission had been granted from the 
highways department. 
 

10984:  PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR DECISION. 
  

Sonning Golf Club (223458). Mr Fisher said that this application was in advance of any decision 
for site 8 to be included in the WBC Local Plan and had further extended site 8 to form site 13 as 
well and proposed 54 dwellings. Site 8 had been allocated for 24 dwellings and SPC had offered 
limited support when answering the questionnaire on the Local Plan. SPC had said that site 8 ‘should 
only be developed if it was considered that Sonning had not already reached its quota, taking into 
account development elsewhere on other sites.’ Other criteria were that it would ‘round off the 
development area’ (site 8 only extended as far the Sunrise Care Home boundary), was limited to 24 
dwellings and would not extend into other parts of the Golf Club site. This proposal ignored all 
those criteria. Having only recently read SPC’s comments Mr Hart (Chairman of the Society) did 
not like them as the Society had ruled the site out completely. Mr Runnalls asked about the Limited 
Development Area allocation of Sonning and Mr Fisher said that this proposal ignored that as well 
and WBC still had a 5-year supply of housing. The visitors made several comments indicating their  
 
 

10984:  PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR DECISION (Cont’d). 
 



dissatisfaction with the proposal. Following discussion, it was agreed to object for the above reasons 
and also concern about the TPO trees on the site, intruding into the green gap, the number of 
dwellings already approved etc. The Chairman, Mr Fisher and the Clerk would meet up to finalise 
the comments. 
12a South Drive (223523. This was for a non-residential building in the garden. Following 
discussion it was agreed to say the SPC could find no reason to object.  
18 Pound Lane (223418). This proposal was to convert the roof of the existing double garage. 
Following discussion it was agreed to say the SPC could find no reason to object. 

 
10985: BOROUGH COUNCILLORS QUESTION TIME. 
 

In the absence of Cllr Firmager there were no questions. 
.  
10986: PARISHIONERS QUESTIONS.   
 

Mr Runnalls asked if Enforcement could provide an update on any action on the travellers site 
next to Model Farm Cottages. 

 
10987: FINANCE. 
 

a) Finance Report and Draft 2023/24 Budget. The Clerk would circulate this for consideration 
ready for a decision at the January meeting.  
 

b) Payment of Accounts. Mr Morrison proposed paying the December payments, Mr Fisher 
seconded, and this was unanimously approved. 

 
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS DECEMBER 2022 (01 NOV to 30 NOV ‘22)  

Date Chq Name Service Item Gross VAT Net Committee Sub-committee 
04/11/22 932 Sonning 

Land 
Mow Play x 2 68.00 0.00        68.00 REC Mow 

Playground 
04/11/22 932 Sonning 

Land 
Mow Wharf x 2 60.00 0.00 60.00 ENVIRON Mow Wharf 

04/11/22 933 TIVOLI Dog Bin Empty 190.02   31.67 158.35 ENVIRON Dog Bins 
04/11/22 933 TIVOLI Play Inspect 24.00 4.00 20.00 REC Play Inspection 
04/11/22 934 Castle Water Allotment Water 120.41 0.00 120.41 ENVIRON Allot Water 
16/11/22 935 Sonning 

Land 
Mow Playground 68.00 0.00 68.00 REC Mow 

Playground 
16/11/22 935 Sonning 

Land 
Mow Wharf 60.00 0.00 60.00 ENVIRON Mow Wharf 

16/11/22 936 Pest UK Rat Care ½ year 200.64 33.44 167.20 ENVIRON Rat Care 
16/11/22 937 Playdale Zip Wire Repair 63.00 10.50 52.50 REC M’tnce Equipe 
16/11/22 939 Henley Land Main Mowing 280.00 0.00 280.00   
   TOTAL 1134.07    79.61    1054.46   

 
 

c) Barclays – Know your Customer. 
Mr Morrison had responded to Barclays request that he contact them, they had asked some 
question, which he had answered, and he had heard nothing further. 

 
 
 
 
10988: HIGHWAYS 

 
a) Speed Indicators (SID). Mr Fisher said that his report covered 2 months as the previous 

meeting had not allowed time to discuss. Firstly, thanks were again due to Mr Runnalls whose 



assistance in replacing the barriers was essential, particularly during the recent cold weather. 
The SID in Charvil Lane was now near the Farm entrance, vehicles were travelling too fast at 
the crossing point, speeds of 65 mph were recorded on several occasions, and speeds of over 
55 mph were recorded regularly.  The SID outside the school in Pound Lane showed a vehicle 
travelling at 60 mph at 11.30 pm on a Friday night in November. Volumes were now back to 
the numbers recorded prior to Covid.  

b) Speed Watch. Mr Fisher said that this was going quite well, it had been so cold on the last 
occasion that it had been agreed that the temperature had to be 5 degrees or above before 
attempting to carry out a ‘watch’. Over 750 vehicles had been recorded going over the speed 
limit. If a vehicle was travelling at speeds of 25 mph or over they would be recorded, those in 
the 30 mph zones would be recorded if over 36 mph. Details of these vehicles would be sent 
Thames Valley police. The registered owner would receive a letter, if the owner was sent 3 
letters, the police would keep a close eye on them. Fines were no longer issued.   

c) Sonning Lane Gateway. Mr Fisher had raised the issue of the height of the design provided 
and Ashley had explained that a large proportion of the sign would be in the ground, and it 
wasn’t as high as appeared. 

d) RBCS Street Light Cable. During recent inspections, prior to making improvements to the 
crossing outside the School, it had been discovered that the cable to the street light cables were 
installed in the traffic light control box. They were asking SPC to remove them.  Enservio said 
they didn’t know anything about this and that Dave Halley should have the details and the 
Clerk had informed Mr Halley of this.  

e) Street Light Transfer to WBC. The Clerk had spoken to the deputy Clerk at Twyford. 
Following a meeting they had agreed to write to Wokingham explaining that they reconsider 
and pointing out that the majority of Twyford streetlights were on the highway, which 
residents contributed to and were also contributing to Twyford’s lighting and are therefore 
paying twice. It was agreed that SPC should do the same. 

 
10989 RECREATION AND ENVIRONMENT W.G 
 

a) Safety Checks. These were being carried out regularly by Tivoli.  
b) Playground and Other Repairs. These had not been done by the contractor. 
c) Mowing. As above. 
d) Pavilion Plans and Tender. The Clerk handed out a list of questions in regard to the Tender 

process and Councillors agreed to provide answers. 
e) SLTC Requests – Footpath/Floodlights/Turning Space/Mains Drainage. Mr Barnes was trying 

to obtain quotes for the path and turning space but hadn’t had any luck so far. The nearest 
connection to main drainage was on Mr Barkers land and attaching to this would be the cheapest 
option but would require Mr Barkers permission. The Clerk would respond to Mr Barnes. 

f) Tivoli Quotes. Following a meeting with Tivoli representatives they had supplied quotes for 
mowing the top of the field £90.28 per cut, moving the litter bins by the tennis courts and 
replacing one further along £172.50 and emptying 2 litter bins on the rec. twice a week during 
the summer and one a week during winter at £1160.33. Mr Fisher proposed accepting the quote 
to move the bins at £172.50. 

 
10990: TECHNICAL SERVICES 
 

Safety Checks. These had been carried out. 
 

10990: TECHNICAL SERVICES. 
 

a) Development on Wharf. The Clerk had circulated a draft, which had been agreed and this had 
been emailed to James and Caroline. Caroline’s email was no longer valid and unfortunately 



there had been no reply and it was agreed that a way of contacting them needed to be found. 
The Clerk would check out the address for their site in Sonning Eye as one possibility. 

 
10991:  ALLOTMENTS. 
 

There was no further update. 
 

 10992: BOUNDARY CHANGES. 
 
10993:  KING’S CORONATION:  
 

This would take place on Saturday 6 May 2023 in Westminster Abbey. It was being suggested 
that Beacons be lit across the country and it was agreed that SPC would take part in this. Exact 
plans would be explored. 
 

10994: WEB SITE. 
 

This was ongoing. 
 

10995: POLICE & SECURITY. 
 
Mr Fisher had received an update showing that there had been 6 items of theft, which he would 
circulate. 
 

10996:  DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING. 
 

The next meeting would be held on Tuesday 10 January (subsequently changed to Tuesday 17 
January) 7.00 pm in the pavilion. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   Signed………………………………………. Dated……………………………………...  


